


African bishops 
join in family fun 


Four overseas bishops on their way to the Lambeth Conference accompanied their 
wives to a Mother’s Union Family Fun Day at Dorchester Abbey on Saturday, July 11 




(Above) Sharing the MU Family, Fun day 
at Dorchester were: Bishop Tibafa 
(Kisangani Diocese, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, ); Mme Edreda 
Tibafa (MU President, Kisangani 
Diocese); Joyce Francois (Ghana); Mme 
Amoto Njojo (MU Diocesan President, 
Boga Diocese, Democratic Republic of 
Congo); Mrs BoitumeloTsa Bone (K&K 
Diocese); Archbishop Njojo (Boga 
Diocese); Dr Susan Sheea (MU 
Provincial President, Botswana); Mrs 
Griselda Kgarane (K&K Diocese); Mrs 
Dora Okoro (MU Diocesan President, 
Okigwe South Diocese, Nigeria); Bishop 
Okoro (Okigwe South Diocese); Lisego 
Hoiele (K&K Diocese); the Revd 
Matthew Mogapi (K&K Diocese). (Right) 
Young people carrying banners showing 
the Anglican Provinces represented at 
Lambeth, led the St Birinus Pilgrimage 
into Dorchester Abbey. 

Photos: Frank Blackwell 


Leaden skies couldn’t dampen a Family Fun Day at 
Dorchester Abbey on July 11 organised by the Oxford 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union. Its theme was ‘Focus on 
Africa* and fittingly guests came from Nigeria, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, South Africa, Ghana 
and Botswana. They included four Bishops, here for 
the Lambeth Conference, and their wives, all of 
whom are MU Diocesan Presidents, and friends 
from our link Diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman. 

Workshops with an African theme, worship, face 
painting, balloon ‘sculpture’, jugglers, trick cyclists 
and stilt walkers made it a day to remember, and a 
joyful rendering of ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’ at the end 
of the day was a reminder that love and fellowship 
can more than make up for lack of sun. 

The next day Dorchester Abbey welcomed the 
Bishop of Kimberley & Kuruman and the Archbishop 
of Seoul to the annual St Birinus Pilgrimage service. 

More about our Lambeth visitors on page 7 
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West Slough’s progressive Eucharist 

An all-day Eucharist, with 60 people travelling on foot 
or by car between four churches and an abbey, was the 
unusual way in which West Slough decided to spend 
their Parish Day. The preparation took place at St 
Andrew’s with the prayers of penitence, followed by the 
readings, address and affirmation of faith at St Michael’s 
and at St John’s, while at St George’s there was interces- 
sion and praise. At Burnham Abbey the Ministry of the 
Sacrament was held in the garden where the grass was 
so damp that the nuns produced a pile of bin bags for 
the intrepid congregation to sit on. There were refresh- 
ments at each stop and displays about the life of each 
church along the way. There were also activities for chil- 
dren, which at Burnham Abbey included making six 
professional-looking banners. The day ended back at St 
Andrew’s with a tired but happy congregation gather- 
ing for a final cup of tea and the blessing. 






2 .opinion 


THE DOOR SEPTEMBER 1998 


| The DOOR 

» 

The DOOR is published ten times a year. 53,000 copies 
are distributed in the Diocese of Oxford with the help of 
volunteers. 

Editor Christine Zwart. Telephone: 0 1 865 1 08227 
Deputy Editor Venetia Horton. Telephone: 0 1 865 208226 
Photography Frank Blackwell 
Business and distribution manager Tim Russian 
Editorial support group Tim Russian (Chairman, Long Crendon), 
Clemency Fox (Marston), Keith Lamdin (Director of Training), Jo 
Saunders (Social Responsibility Officer), Leighton Thomas (Abingdon 
Deanery), Richard Thomas (Communications Officer), John Winnington- 
Ingram (Cottisford), David Winter (Cold Ash). 

Editorial address Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford, OX2 ONB. 

Fax: 01 865 790470. e-mail: door@oxford.anglican.org 
Advertising address David Holden, WHY Publications Ltd, 

4th floor, Westway House, Botley, Oxford OX2 9JW. 

Telephone 01865 254506. Fax 01865 728800. 

The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan 
Publications Ltd (Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce).The regis- 
tered office is Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 
OX2 ONB.Tel:OI865 208200. 

Deadlines for October issue: Features September 7, Letters, 
What's on and advertising September 1 5, News September 18. 

While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their 
inclusion in The DOOR does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed 
by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Bishops and Archdeacons 

THE BISHOP OF OXFORD 

The Right Revd Richard Harries 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB 
Tel:OI865 208200. Fax: 01 865 790470.e-mail bishopoxon@oxfordimglican.org 

BERKSHIRE 

Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Dominic Walker, OGS 
Bishop’s House, Tidmarsh Lane.Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
1el:0l 189 841216. Fax: 01 18984 1218. e-mail bishopreading@oxford^nglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, The Rectory, 

Oxford Road, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 7DJ 

Tel: 01 635 552820. Fax: 01 635 522 1 65. e-mail archdber@oxfbrd.anglican.org 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Mike Hill 

28 Church Street, Great Missenden, Bucks HP 1 6 OAZ 

Tel: Q 1 494 862 1 73. Fax:: 0 1 494 890508. e-mail bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable David Goldie, 60 Wendover Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP2I 9LW 

Tel: 0 1 296 423269. Fax: 0 1 296 397324. e-mail archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org 

OXFORDSHIRE 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Dr Anthony Russell, 
Holmby House, Sibford Ferris, Banbury, OXI 5 5RG Tel: 01 295 
780583. Fax: 0 1 295 788686. e-mail bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison 
Christ Church, Oxford OXI I DP 

Tel: 0 1 865 204440. Fax 204465. e-mail archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 


Do we allow the media to manipulate us? 


W hy do we allow ourselves 
to be constantly manipu- 
lated? 1 am, of course, 
referring to the media. Would the 
response to the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, have been as 
widespread without the coverage 
given by the media? How many peo- 
ple really felt that the Queen owed 
it to us to give evidence of her 
grief? The emotions and opinions 
of the British people can be swayed 
by the way the media chooses to 
cover an event. 

Unless you take a special interest 
in world affairs, the average British 
person’s understanding of interna- 
tional events will be restricted to 
information provided by the media, 
such as the headlines on BBC TV’s 
Six O'clock News , or the middle pages 
of The Guardian or The Times. Yet how 
reliable is the media with its infor- 
mation, not just in terms of 
international issues, but in giving 
us a true understanding of a partic- 
ular situation? 

When foreign news is reported, 
there is often a specific slant. ‘For a 
qualifying story,* * says Martin Bell, 
MP for Tatton and ex-BBC war corre- 
spondent, ‘they (ITN) look for one of 
two things. Brave British ‘expats’ in 
the middle of whatever is going on, 
and the other is orphans’. 

He is, primarily, referring to the 
way war is reported. But there are 
many other examples. For example, 
how many of us were aware of the 

‘If a journalist were to arrive 
from Mars ... his lead story 
would surely be that 1 .3 
billion people on earth live in 
absolute poverty’ 

continuing indiscriminate killings 
which escalated in Rwanda during 
1997? How many cared? 

The media is very selective about 
what it covers in terms of interna- 
tional issues, and even more 
particular about how it reports it. 
Many important events rarely get a 
look in. World poverty is largely 
ignored. Why does the media choose 
to keep us in the dark about things 
which should be of great impor- 
tance to us as part of a worldwide 


community? 

Jon Snow, the Channel 4 news 
presenter, writing in Developments 
magazine is very blunt: ‘Foreign 
news reporting is usually limited 
because we, the Great British Public, 
are only interested in our own 
nationals getting into trouble; other 
people’s nationals behaving badly; 
vast natural disasters, and things 
happening that have a direct bear- 
ing on our own pockets*. 

He goes on to say, ‘If a journalist 
were to arrive from Mars his lead 
story would surely be the discovery 
that some 1.3 billion people on earth 
live in absolute poverty*. 

Lets face it, we in Britain don’t 
want to hear about things which 
aren’t part of our day-to-day situa- 
tion unless it’s sensational and 


In my view 


by Caris Grimes 

gossip-worthy. Even raising money 
for development programmes or dis- 
aster relief is most successful if it is 
either emotive, or sensational and 
fun, as is Comic Relief. 

Is our response as Christians any 
different? Or do we also allow our- 
selves to place more emphasis on 
our own lifestyle than on someone 
else’s survival? 

Jesus had other people’s needs as 
his primary concern. In fact, meet- 
ing those needs is what he lived and 
died for (and rose again, of course!) 
It is a great challenge to us as 
Christians not to go the way of the 
world, and become so obsessed with 
our own concerns that we lose inter- 
est in other people’s lives. 

Listening to people, praying for 
them and putting them first should 

Now Christians can fight back 

‘If St Paul were alive today the media is 
where he would be arguing his case,’ says 
Gareth Williams of the Churches Media 
Trust. But Christianity, he says, is often 
misreported in the press. That is why the 
Trust is launching courses to help clergy 
and lay Christians communicate their faith 
through the media. For details contact 
Gareth on 01635 872252. 


not be left to the Christian ‘profes- 
sionals’, the trained ministers, and 
counsellors. We should not simply 
leave concern for the worldwide 
community to charitable organisa- 
tions. We should make time to take 
an interest in a given situation, to 
find out the facts and make it our 

‘How do you get well- 
informed about an ongoing 
international situation? If 
you rely on the Six O'clock 
News or The Times , you’re 
being short changed’ 

prayer that we learn to love the peo- 
ple involved. It has been said, ‘There 
is nothing that makes us love a man 
so much as praying for him’. So what 
are we waiting for? Do we have to 
meet the victims of war, famine and 
unrest before we get on our knees 
and pray for them? 

And why are we so apathetic? 
Shouldn’t we demand more from 
our media? World coverage is losing 
ground, partly because it loses rat- 
ings through lack of consumer 
interest, and partly because it is too 
expensive for television and newspa- 
pers to send people abroad without 
that interest. 

‘If news is defined as what sells 
newspapers or keeps the ratings up 
- I just don’t agree,’ says Martin 
Bell. Should we be demanding a bet- 
ter international education from 
our television and newspapers? 
Should they report news even when 
there is no popular demand for it? 

Where do you go to get really 
well-informed about an ongoing 
international situation? Ifyou^are 
relying on the Six O'clock News or The 
Times, you’re being short changed. 

Jon Snow writes: ‘There will never 
be much progress in the eradication 
of poverty if ‘the people’ have little 
idea of what world poverty involves 
and what eradicating it would 
entail.* Isn’t the media the key to 
educating us, ‘the people*? Doesn’t 
this suggest that the world will not 
change unless we change first? 

Caris Grimes isaD Phil student in Oxford study- 
ing Molecular Immunology who also writes on 
international issues . 



SOCIETY OF RETREAT CONDUCTORS 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE 

West Kingsdown, Kent TNI 5 6AN (01474) 852247 

We are an Anglican Centre for the giving of retreats according to the 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius Loyala. 

Open & Group Retreats - preached or individually guided - are listed 
in the current programme which is available from the Administrator 
(Registered Charity No 246045) 


BROOK PLACE Jt 

A safe haven offering peace and tranquility, Jy f 

away from the pressures of life. ^ . 

An Ecumenical centre set in 23 acres of 

Sumey countryside. Country house fSflBSfi 

available for residential groups with their 
own leader. Can accommodate 16 adults. 

Also available for small day groups. -- ^ 

Large Tithe Bam for day events, up to 100 people. 

Ideal for school and parish groups. 

Individuals welcome for quiet days. 

Contact Teresa Brooks, Brook Place, Bagshot Road, 

Chobham, Surrey. GU24 8SJ. 

Tel/fax: 01276 857561. 



The Acorn Christian 
Healing Trust 

A healing resource to the Christian 
Church and medicine . 

Contact: Rev'd. Denis Brazell, 

Whitehill Chase, Bordon, Hampshire GU35 OAP 

01420 478121 


THE OLD RECTORY 

CROWHURST 

Dircctor/Warden: Rev. Trevor R. Blackshaw 
Come and stay in an atmosphere of peace for rest, prayer, 
renewal and love. Meet with Jesus to receive afresh His heal- 
ing touch in the context of daily worship and 
ministry of the word. 

HEALING SERVICES are held twice weekly 

Monday 7.30pm, Thursday 10.00am 
TEACHING COURSES are also available at 
certain times of the year 

Further details from The Secretary, The Old Rectory, 
Crowhurst, Battle, East Sussex TN33 9AD. 

Tel. 01424 830204 



• Pilgrim Hall is a lovely old country house set 
in a beautiful twelve acre private estate. 

• Ideal venue for women's groups, church 
groups and leadership conferences 

• Comfortable and well equipped conference 
facilities for up to 130 

• Families and individuals welcome 

• Sports amenities including swimming pool 
and tennis court 

• Leisurely walks in our own grounds or in 
this $rea of natural beauty. 

Please ring us for your copy of the 1999 Diary 

available from 1 st October and for any other 

information that you may require. Our staff will 

be very pleased to be of service to you. 

Pilgrim Hall, Easons Green, Uckfield, 

East Sussex TN22 5RE 
Tel: 01825 840295 Fax: 01825 840017 

^ A charitable organisation to provide Christian respite No 262561 j 


THE CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
HOUSING ASSOCIATION LTD 

The Christian Alliance, 2 Seeker Street, Waterloo SE1 8UF 
httm/mm cacwjnemail.com 

» Super temporary self-catering accommodation for single young people 
between the ages of 18 - 30 years. 

V Double and single rooms in a Ouster system, sharing kitchen and 
bathroom facilities with approximately 6 other residents of the same 
gender. 

Smoking TV room and non-smoking TV room. Sky television, mini -gym. 
24 hour reception, good security with CCTV taped monitoring, senior staff 
member available 24 hours a day, prayer room, study room, conference 
room, token operated laundry machines, vending machines, music practice 
room, counselling and pastoral services. 

• Pin operated telephones in moms and public areas 

V Most economic rates in the very centre of London (South Bank) just 
opposite Waterloo station. 

** Ideal for young people arming to London for the first time 

• Residents participation encouraged and voluntary social-activities are held 
every 3 months. 

Rates and other information on request 
Apply to the Deputy Manager - 0171 450 4601 
e-mail. vjKiavvom^mvmail.svm 


St Gildas Christian 
Centre 

**>•.< offers: 

QUIET - LOVE - PEACE 
for your retreat as an individual, or group 

Forthcoming Retreats 

23rd • 25th October: 

Retreat for Eucharistic Ministers 
4th - 6th December: 

Advent Retreat 

For further details of these and private retreats contact. 

Rev Deacon David Wakefield 
St Gildas Christian Centre,The Hill, Langport, 
Somerset TA10 9QF 
TeL 01458 250496 Fax: 01458 251293 
email: dave.gildas9btinternet.com 
Clifton Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity No. 233977 
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New lease of life for K&K partnership 


T he link between the Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman in 
South Africa and the Diocese of Oxford, will go on. The deci- 
sion to continue the partnership for another five years was 
reached at a ‘summit’ meeting between the Bishop of Oxford and 
Bishop Itumelung of Kimberley and Kuruman at Diocesan Church 
House, Oxford on August 10. 

The Link’s original vision statement which spoke of the ‘God-given 
opportunity to share information, nurture friendship and offer 
encouragement to one another’ will not be changed. However, in 
the second phase there will be more emphasis on financial sup- 
port for Kimberley and Kuruman (K & K). This will include the 
payment of the stipends of two additional parish priests. It is also 
hoped that there will be more contact between St Cyprian’s 
Cathedral in Kimberley and Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 

A paper agreed jointly by the Link committees in both Dioceses 
has provided the basis for the Bishops’ agreement. The Revd Nick 
Molony, chairman of the Oxford Committee says: ‘We agreed that 
mutuality is a key principle if the Link is to grow and develop’. 

This he said means mutual responsibility, and accountability and 
meeting one another’s needs in a genuine partnership. 

The Diocese of K & K is one and a half times the size of Britain 
and has considerable rural poverty. It is a ‘receiving Diocese’ which 
means that it is dependent on other dioceses in the Province of 
South Africa for financial support. However, despite these differ- 
ences, the Oxford Diocese has much to learn from K&K 
particularly its use of Lay Ministry and its high regard for the wis- 
dom of the elderly. People there also have a greater sense of 
belonging to their church which gives them a confidence in the 
wider community, Nick Molony says. 

There are already about ten parish to parish links and more are 
anticipated. The Link Committees hope to standardise the level of 
their commitment so that it includes at least one visit a year 
between the linked parishes, and a regular exchange of news. A 


Bishop Richard welcomed Bishop Itumelung to Church 
House, Oxford. After their ‘summit* he met members of 
the Kimberley & Kuruman Link Committee (below left) 

newsletter for linked parishes is planned and there will be more 
regular news about the Link in The DOOR. 

Commenting on the second phase of the Link the Bishop of Oxford 
said: ‘With a new Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman, there was 
obviously some anxiety about its future role. I am delighted to say 
that this partnership has been renewed for another five years and 
I have great confidence in both it and Bishop Itumelung. 

‘Bishop Itumelung is a most interesting and talented person who, 
like his predecessor, spent more than three years in jail for his 
opposition to apartheid. Although he had very little formal educa- 
tion in his early years his love of and knowledge of English poetry 
would put most of us to shame. It has been a pleasure to get to 
know him and his wife Ruth in recent weeks. 

‘But although good bishop-to-bishop relations are crucial, one of 
the really encouraging features of our Link is that it has developed 
such a strong and rich life of its own, independent of any particu- 
lar individuals. I believe that both Dioceses can be enriched by our 
relationship in the years ahead and I am truly delighted that the 
link goes forward with such commitment and confidence at both 
ends.’ 

The Revd Nick Molony, Chairman of the Link Committee in this Diocese can 
be reached on 01628 482660. His K & K equivalent is Canon Ossie Swartz 
who also edits Highway, the K&K diocesan newspaper. 


Mission D-Day in Maidenhead 


Christian women empowered in Slough 
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The Diocese of Oxford has issued a warn- 
ing about a survey being conducted by an 
organisation calling itself Christian 
Research. The Church of England’s statis- 
tics officer Raymond Tongue says churches 
should be wary of supplying the names, " * 
addresses and telephone numbers of lay 
staff. He also warns that surveys of church 
attendance based solely on estimates by 
clergy of weekly attendance have proved 
inaccurate and give a false impression of 
Christian observance in England. 

* The Milton Keynes Bridgebuilder Trust, 
marked its fifth anniversary with a celebra- 
tion at Radcliffe School in Wolverton, 
Milton Keynes. Two hundred supporters 
gathered to listen to Christian band Double 
Check and guest speaker Rob Parsons, exec- 
utive director of Care for the Family. 

y High Wycombe-based charity BibleLands 
wants to establish links with local church- 
es with the aim of sending young 
volunteers to its projects in the Middle East 
- the Helen Keller School for the blind in 
Jerusalem and the Edinburgh Mission 
Hospital in Nazareth. Students taking a 
GAP year would be jointly.supported by 
their home church and BibleLands. Details 
from Julian Burtt on 01494 521351. 

} The Bishop of Reading, the Right Revd 
Dominic Walker, has been awarded an hon- % 
orary doctorate of letters by the University 
of Brighton. The doctorate was conferred 
on him on July 30 in recognition of his 
‘outstanding contribution to spiritual and 
civic life in and beyond Brighton’. 

The Abingdon Damascus Group of parish- 
es was officially launched at the Abbey at 
Sutton Courtenay recently. Friends from 
churches in Drayton, Appleford, Milton, 
Sutton Courtenay and Steventon met for a 
meal and service of celebration. The Revd 
Nigel Hardcastle, from St Barnabas in 
Caversham who is researching collabora- 
tive ministry, was the visiting speaker. 


Maidenhead deanery is preparing for D-Day 
98 - a deanery resource day when church 
members will be able to attend a whole 
range of workshops on different aspects of 
the Church’s ministry and mission. The 
event, which takes place on October 10 at 
the Princess Margaret Royal Free School in 
Windsor, is being funded out of last year’s 
special grant to deaneries from the Diocese. 
The day will end with a Eucharist at which 
the Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Venerable 
Normal Russell, will preach. To ensure a 
place at your chosen seminar, contact Peter 
Lee on 01628 823438 for workshop details 
and a booking form. 


Music festivals merge 
to attract under- 25 s 

Greenbelt and Spring Harvest have 
announced that they are working together 
to co-host a new youth music festival which 
will take place on August 27-30, 1999. 
‘Freestate Weekender’ is aimed at young 
people aged between 12 and 25 years and 
will incorporate a wide range of live music, 
worship and dance events. Andy Thornton, 
festival manager at Greenbelt, said, ‘It is 
exciting to be able to start up a brand new 
event with such potential. I hope it’s like 
when two streams meet and form a more 
energetic river. It’ll be a turbulent ride at 
first but together we can make something 
that cuts a new path’ Alan Johnson of 
Spring Harvest was also enthusiastic: 
‘Freestate is about creating a space for 
young people to be themselves as they 
‘think, grow, do and enjoy’ some of the 
issues of the Christian faith’. Greenbelt 
recently announced that this year’s festival 
would be the last in its current form. 


Ecumenical officer retires 

After 18 years, the Revd Tony Moore has 
given up his post as the Ecumenical 
Officer for Oxford. He was the longest 
serving ecumenical officer in the Church 
of England. Tony Moore continues as the 
Vicar of Endstone. 


The King’s Centre in Slough is hosting an 
unusual one-day event for women on 
October 17. ‘For Such a Time as This’ aims 
to empower women of all ages to realise 
their role and identity within the Church. 
Event host Carol Richards says the story of 
Queen Esther is the inspiration behind the 
project: ‘Because of her courage a whole 
nation was saved. Here in late 20th century 
Britain, women are realising their full 
identity in Christ. Who knows what impact 
that will make?’ Speakers will include 
Priscilla Reid of Irish church planting 
group Lifelink, and Beryl McNamee, found- 


ing editor of Concepts , a French-language 
Christian magazine for women. Tickets 
cost £10 (£5 concessions) on 01753 533411. 


Tearfund makes disability matter 

Tearfund is running a five-day event in 
Wales from September 27 to help dis- 
abled Christians get involved in caring 
for the world’s poor. Details from Mark 
Rudall on 01235 550467 or Jenny Edwards 
of the Disabled Christian Fellowship on 
0117 983 0388. 


Four young people from a Banbury 
church are over the moon after signing up 
to be part of a mission to Mars. The names 
of Keely Bromhall (13), Carolyn Browning 
(11), Maxine Hemmings (8) and Jonathan 
Penny (8), all of St Francis’ Church, 
Highlands, have been added to a CD-ROM 
which will be on board the Mars Polar 
Lander when it touches down on the red 
planet in December next year. The children 
registered their names on the NASA web 
site over the Internet. They have each 
received an official NASA certificate. 


Deanery Rebate Scheme 


A round three quarters of the 
way through each month, the 
Diocesan office releases the 
funds to pay clergy stipends and 
staff salaries. Recently parishes 
have been asked to make their Share 
payments in the middle of each 
month, which will enable the 
Diocesan Board of Finance to plan 
on a lower level of Diocesan reserves 
than otherwise would be possible. 

Paying Shares at the end of a 
month is not ideal. It can cause con- 
fusion when a parish or deanery 
thinks it has paid, but the Diocesan 
office has not received the cheque 
or a cleared inter-bank transfer in 
the same month. 

A new Share Rebate Scheme 
comes into effect from 1999. It 
assumes that parishes will try to 
pay their Share in ten equal instal- 
ments from mid -February to 
mid -November, or, if the amount is 
small, in four instalments in the 
middle of each quarter, starting in 
mid -February. Since some parishes 
may initially be unable to meet this 
payment target, deaneries may ask 
other parishes to pay earlier, in 
order that the deanery total share 
payments are made in good time. 
From 1999, providing a deanery’s 


total of Parish Share payments is up 
to date at the end of March (20%) 
and also at the end of June (50%), 
the deanery will be entitled to 
receive a rebate of 1 % of its annual 
apportioned Share. Providing the 
Diocese has received 100% of the 
Share before the end of NOVEMBER, 
the deanery will receive a 2% rebate. 
Both the 1% rebate and the 2% 
rebate may be received each year 
and neither is dependent on enti- 
tlement to the other. 

1999 will be an unusual year. Any 
rebate entitlement re the 1998 
Share will be made available in 
January 1999, in accordance with 
the current rebate scheme. 
Thereafter, rebates will be made 
available within each' relevant year, 
so the rebate entitlements for 1999 
will also be available before the end 
of 1999. 

Deaneries may use these rebates 
in any way agreed by each deanery 
Synod. Possibilities include parish 
rebates, paying succeeding years* 
Parish Share, parish or deanery pro- 
jects and assisting others outside 
the deanery. 

John Bowen 

Planning and Budget Sub-Committee 


MUSIC IN 
THE ABBEY 

A festival of three concerts in aid of Helen 
House, held in Dorchester Abbey, lltb, 12th 
and 13tb September 1998 

FRIDAY, 11th SEPTEMBER, 1998 at 7.30pm 

Britten: Simple Symphony 
Holst: St Paul’s Suite 
Walton: Two Pieces from Henry V 
Trad.: Scottish Folk Songs 
Vivaldi: The Four Seasons 
Orchestra of St John’s, Smith Square 
John Lubbock conductor 
Jonathan Rees violin 

SATURDAY, 12th SEPTEMBER, 1998 at 7.30pm 

Glazunov: Overture Solonnelle 
Stravinsky: Suite from “The Firebird” 
Shostakovich: Symphony No. 5 
London Schools Symphony Orchestra 
John Lubbock conductor 
(Tickets for this concert only £5) 

SUNDAY, 13th SEPTEMBER, 1998 at 7.30pm 

Handel: Messiah 

Choir and Orchestra of St John’s, Smith Square 

John Lubbock conductor 

Fiona Dobie soprano 

Christine Cairns mezzo-soprano 

Harry Nicoll tenor 

Konrad Jamot bass 

Tickets £10/£5 (concessions £7/£3) 

Box Office: Oxford Playhouse on 01865 798 600 

£45 for a champagne reception, concert and dinner (on 
11th September) sponsored by Unipart in aid of Helen 
House to be held at Hallidays by kind permission of 
Edward Reily Collins. Tickets from Mar)' Thompson on 
01235 832 077. 

SPONSORED BY ROWSE HONEY 
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!The new Parish Share 
; Scheme starts in 2000 

J The Venerable David Goldie, Chairman of the 
i Parish Share Working Party, answers twelve 
i important questions about the new Scheme 

I 

! I.What has happened as a result of the consulta- 
. tion on the new Scheme? 

- Because the consultation demonstrated a welcome for the 

- Scheme, its proposals were debated at Diocesan Synod on 
- 13 June. After a lively and detailed debate the Synod 
I agreed by a significant majority that the fairest way of 
. sharing the cost of ministry and mission would be to ask 
! every deanery in the Diocese to contribute in proportion to 
! the number of church members (based on the Electoral 
! Roll), taking into account the comparative income levels 

- within deaneries. 

I 2. Does this separate the placing of clergy from 
I the calculation of the Parish Share? 

I It recognises that deployment is a pastoral matter; clergy 
I are sometimes needed where they cannot be afforded - 
I but membership is a criterion for both deployment and 
I Share calculation. 

I 

I 3. Is the new Scheme a radical departure from 
I what we are used to? 

I No: like all our schemes over the past 15 years, the mem- 
I bership criterion is at the heart of it. 

I 

1 4. Do we still have to make embarrassing judge- 
1 ments about people’s lifestyle? 

* No: there is a wealth factor using information from the 

■ Census and National Income Statistics which makes appro- 

■ priate provision for richer and poorer deaneries. This is not 

■ only objective but avoids the excessive swings between 

* deaneries criticised in the present Scheme. Deaneries are 

* not so different from one another in terms of wealth. 

I 

J 5. How will the Scheme work? 

1 Deaneries will be given a Share figure based on church 

■ members in the deanery and the relative wealth of the 
1 deanery, derived from the statistical information. 


drawing up our Electoral Rolls correctly so that it does pro- 
vide a consistent basis for sharing the costs of ministry and 
mission. In local ecumenical partnerships the calculation 
of the Anglican Share will relate to the proportion of 
stipendiary posts for which the Diocese is responsible. If 
there are two Anglican posts in an ecumenical ministry 
team of five, the Anglican membership for Share purposes 
will be reckoned as two fifths of the total ecumenical 
membership. 

7. How is the relative prosperity of each deanery 
calculated? 

Information in the Census indicated the range of socio-eco- 
nomic groups in each deanery. The Family Expenditure 
Survey indicates the average gross income for each group. 
In this way it is possible to calculate an average personal 
incomes factor for each deanery. 

8. Is this more of a Deanery Share scheme than a 
Parish Share scheme? 

So far, the proposals have been about sharing the costs of 
ministry and mission fairly between the deaneries. It will 
be up to each deanery to decide how to share that fairly 
between the parishes. Information about different meth- 
ods of achieving this is being gathered together for 
publication. 

9. When will the new scheme begin? 

January 2000. That will be the beginning of the three-year 
transitional period as deaneries move from their old 
assessment to the new one. The Scheme will be fully opera- 
tional from the beginning of 2002. 

1 0. What if deaneries feel that the Share allocated 
to them is wrong? 

They will be able to appeal to the Bishop’s Council. 

I I .Will any more help be given to deaneries and 
parishes to prepare for the implementation of the 
new Scheme? 

Yes: a technical document is being produced, giving full 
information about the Scheme, with special sections on 
sharing between parishes and on preparing your Electoral 
Roll . The Archdeacons have been asked to ensure that pas- 
toral guidance is given on the formation of the Roll. The 
technical document should be available at the end of 
October. 


6. How will membership be calculated? 

It will be based on the Electoral Roll figures which are 
updated annually and reliably collected by the Diocese 
each year. Steps are being taken to ensure that we are all 


1 2. What do you think of it so far? 

One deanery has said: ‘No Scheme could be perfect, but 
the proposals represent the most objective means of assess- 
ing Parish Share that could work well at deanery level.’ 


Dr and Mrs Carey join Wantage 
sisters for 1 50 years celebration 



The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey, 
and his wife Eileen, spent Ascension Day in 
Wantage celebrating the 1 50th anniversary of the 
founding of the Community of St Mary the Virgin. 
Dr Carey presided and preached at a Eucharist 
before joining the sisters for a meal. He also made 
time to visit the older sisters in the infirmary. As 
well as the mother house in Wantage, the 
Community, which today numbers more than 100 
sisters, has four other houses in England, one in 
India and one in South Africa. 


Reading churches’ Millennium plans 

Under 500 days to the Millennium and Reading 
churches are working together to make sure that 
everybody knows that this is the 2000th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Jesus Christ. At a recent meeting 
of ministers from local Anglican, Roman Catholic, 
Baptist and independent churches, the Revd 
Stephen Lynas, Millennium Officer for Churches 
Together in England, gave a presentation on the 
national New Start initiative, and Jonathan Skinner 
of the Lifespring Church talked about a scheme to 
provide a permanent home for existing local pro- 
jects for the poor and homeless in Reading. The 
group is also planning to hold a giant Birthday 
Party, possibly in Reading Football Stadium. Further 
meetings are planned to develop these ideas. 

John Ledger 

Dr John Ledger is the Churches Together in Reading Mission and s 
Evangelism Co-ordinator. 


BLESMA 

BRITISH LIMBLESS EX-SERVICE MEN’S ASSOCIATION 


F rom the Great War, the Second World War, 
Korea, Falklands, Northern Ireland and more 
recent conflicts, Men and Women have suffered 
the loss of a Limb or Limbs in the Service of this 
Country. 

T oday, Alistair who recently lost both legs is 
looked after by the British Limbless Ex-Service 
Men’s Association. With over 6,000 men and 
women to care for, we need every penny you can 
spare. We also look after dependants of our 
Members and, in particular, their Widows. Welfare 
Support, nursing and the management of our 
Homes costs money • money that will come from 
people like you who care about those who served 
their Country and came home like Alistair... 


THEY DID THEIR BEST. NOW IT IS UP TO US TO REPAY THEM. PLEASE GIVE AS MUCH AS YOU CAN. 


The British Limbless Ex- Service Men's Association 
185-187 High Road 
Chadwell Heath 
Romford, Essex RM6 6NA 

□ Please find enclosed my donation for £ Registered Charity No.207621 

or charge my Mastercard/Visa/Other (please specify) 

Card No. (You may, if you wish, telephone these details direct to 0181 590 1124) 

i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

Valid from: Expiry: Signature: 

□ Please send me further details about the British Limbless Ex-Service Men’s Association 

Name (BLOCK LETTERS) 

Address — — 

Signature 

Data Protection Act We may occasionally wish to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer that 
we do not please tick box. Q 



AN AFFINITY WITH GUSTAV MAHLER 
an exclusive book offer 

AN AFFINITY WITH GUSTAV MAHLER gives a 
fascinating insight into some of the world’s most 
remarkable music and the man behind the work. 

The 12 chapters, each written by a different writer 
with a passion for Mahler’s music, examine the 
composer's travels, his medical history and each of his 
ten symphonies in turn. The variety of writers, each 
viewing Mahler from a truly personal angle, paints a 
picture as interesting and colourful as the music itself. 

One of the writers, the Rev Dr Ivor H Jones, unravels 
the religious and philosophical threads that Mahler weaves through the famous 
Resurrection Symphony. And in examining the meaning behind the 
masterpiece. Dr Jones reveals how he himself has been touched by this work 
of passion, a profound musical journey whose initial impact on him was an 
electrifying experience of glorious exhilaration . 

‘As a conductor and musician, I have had the privilege, for 
more than 50 years, to explore in depth the major works of 
Gustav Mahler. There can be few composers whose complex 
personality is so comprehensively reflected in their music, 
whether it be on the huge scale of the symphonies or in the 
intimacy of the songs. The pleasure for me is renewed every 
time I take one of the scores and start again the voyage of 
discovery into the life of this outstanding composer .* 

SIR GEORG SOLTI KBE 
1912-1997 


ELI US BOOKS .ire offering readers AN AFFINITY WITH GUSTAV MAULER at 
the special pre-publication price of LI 1.99, plus LI. 50 p&p. 

^ To order your copy of this fascinating book, simply telephone the credit card 

hotline on 01635 574197 or fax your credit card details on 07070 
617923 and you will receive your copy soon after publication in August. 




Visit our new website on www.elius-books.com. 
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god in the life of . 5 


Nomads, Eons and motorbikes 

God in the life ofLonah Cheptoo 


Lonah Cheptoo is co-ordinator for rural development 
work with Christian Community Services in the Diocese 
of Eldoret in Kenya. She came to the UK in 1995 to study. 
Having gained a Certificate in Theology and Development 
at the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, Lonah is now 
studying Applied Theology at Westminster College, 
Oxford. She was born in the Rift Valley Province in the 
west of Kenya 32 years ago and has two brothers and 
three sisters. Her parents are primary school teachers. 

M y boarding school helped me learn to live with dif- 
ferent cultures and gave me a sense of community. 
I am a member of the Nandi tribe, which is one of 
seven sub-tribes in the main Kalenjin tribe. Each tribe has 
its own language; the national language is Kiswahila, and 
when you go to school you have to speak English, so you 
end up learning three languages. What I am trying to say 
is that from the beginning, God has sent me to places 
where I could learn to appreciate other cultures, other lan- 
guages, other ways of eating, other ways of dancing, other 
ways of praying. So coming to England wasn’t so hard - I 
found I could cope with the language and the food. The 
weather is a little bit more difficult to cope with! 

One thing that is really different is your culture of indi- 
vidualism. In Kenya when you leave school you don’t 
immediately rush to satisfy your own priorities. As the 
first-born and as a Christian, I knew I had to help my par- 
ents educate my brothers and sisters. When I see them now 
- some of them have jobs and my sisters are all married - I 
see this as a fruit I have shared with my brothers and sis- 
ters; a gift that God gave me through my job. There is no 
free education in Kenya, so life is hard for parents who 
have no income. Even though my father was earning the 
equivalent of £50 per month, my secondary school fees 
were about £200 for the year, so during the holidays we all 
worked on the farm to grow vegetables to eat and to sell. 

Working at grassroot level 

After school I went to train as a midwife at the church-run 
Ortum Nursing School in West Pokot. The school also ran 
inobile clinics in remote rural areas to give vaccines to the 
children and basic treatment to adults. I began to realise 
that the same people would come back every time with the 
same problems, and it occurred to me that what I really 
wanted to do, was not treat people, but talk to them about 
prevention. So, although I still had six months of my 
course left, I decided to quit college and applied for a post 
which was being advertised in the diocese. They wanted 
somebody to work on a community health programme, 
teaching people how to prevent tropical diseases. 

And I thought yes, God, this is what I really want. I want 
to work at the grassroot level - because children were 
dying; mothers were dying; fathers were dying, without 
knowing why and people just thought it was bad luck, 
when in fact, at the mobile clinics, we realised that the 
people who listened carefully and actually followed the 
advice we had given them to, say, prevent malaria - cut 
back the bush, take anti-malarials, have a mosquito net - 
never came back. 

So in 1986 I applied for this job and was interviewed by 
the bishop and the director of community services. They 
didn’t even ask about qualifications because they saw the 
calling within me, and in two weeks I was in West Pokot - 
co-incidentally the same area where we used to hold the 
mobile health clinics. 

At that time my Dad had a low opinion of the Church - 



he said the Church didn’t pay a good salary, maybe there 
isn’t a good pension at the end, and you are going to a very 
remote place. I come from a village where people under- 
stand English and know the importance of school, but in 
West Pokot the government has to force the children to go 
to school because they are nomadic. They have to move 
their cows; rain is unreliable so food is sparse and it is very 
hot. The temperature goes up above 35C and there is no 
electricity in that area so I would have to use a hurricane 
lamp for light and charcoal to cook on. 

God said, Lonah has to go 

At last my Dad said, well, if you think God has called you to 
do that, fine you just go, but Mum was always sure that 
God had said, ‘Lonah has to go’. It was over 100km from my 
home and when I went to start this new life I had to learn 
everything from scratch. 

It wasn’t easy to begin with. In that tribe they don’t 
allow women to stand in front of men and it was even 
worse for me because I am single. They would say, what is 
this little girl coming to tell us? And it is a community 
that believes very strongly in its own traditions - for exam- 
ple they think a person will collapse and die if they drink 
cold water, but if you have a high temperature that is just 
what you need to do! So I wondered how I was going to 
help them. 

By God’s grace I started learning the language, and after 
nine months I was speaking fluently. The people also had 
begun to realise that I was there to live with them and that 
I had not just come like many others to ask lots of ques- 
tions and then leave and never come back. 

It is a vast area. 1 was working with over 30 communi- 
ties, and some took over two years to accept me. But 
gradually they trusted me enough to tell me how to reach 
them when they migrated - even though it was a secret 


from neighbouring tribes who would otherwise come and 
raid their cows. The area was very rough, some places there 
were no roads and I had to travel hundreds of kilometres, 
so the diocese gave me a motorbike and with that I could 
go anywhere. If I was going to a dangerous area where 
there were lions and other wild animals, they would send 
a man so that we could go together. 

Missionaries first entered the West Pokot area in 1932 
but it never worked because one of the missionaries died 
from malaria, and I think the next one lived up on the hill 
and only visited once in a while. So there was an idea of a 
Christian God, but one thing which is common in Africa is 
that so long as you are talking about god, praying to god, 
they will not ask which one. The problem comes when you 
try to tell them this one is bad, and this one is good; that is 
what brings conflict. 

Sixth generation Anglican 

I am the fifth or sixth generation since the missionaries 
came so it’s not possible to trace what my culture was orig- 
inally. Most of the people with that sort of information 
have died. My grandad passed on what he was told. When 
we were little he would say Sunday is the day for going to 
church, not for mending a dress or cleaning. He would 
always tell us what was wrong - it’s wrong to drink alco- 
hol, it is a sin; it’s wrong to go to the cinema - don’t, don’t, 
don’t, don’t! I was brought up as an Anglican. If I was asked 
today which service I would use for my wedding I would go 
for the 1662 - not the 1989, it’s too reformed, I think! 

The number of people in Kenya who say they are 
Christian is growing very rapidly. Some are just nominal 
Christians, but in most rural areas you can find many gen- 
uine Christians who understand what it means to know 
Christ as Lord. 

It was while I was working in the very difficult condi- 
tions in West Pokot that I actually found that God is truly 
there because in situations where I was completely desper : 
ate - when there was no water; when there was no light; 
when I was riding my motorbike in very wild areas, a 
woman alone in the bush (I’ve had lots of accidents) - I 
always had an echo of words of encouragement: ‘be strong’. 

I worked and lived with these people and I think that’s 
when I saw the importance of seeing mission as physical 
and spiritual, because all the things I was going through 
had a spiritual implication, and all the spiritual experi- 
ences I was going through had a physical or a social 
implication for my life. 

I trained as a social worker which enables me, as a 
Christian, to touch people’s bodies in order to reach their 
souls and if their souls are touched their bodies are 
reached so they can reach other people. 

When I complete my studies I would like to go back and 
work with the community in Kenya, to work with people at 
the grassroot level because that’s where the problems are. 
It’s also where the answers can be found - people just need 
somebody to motivate them. When Christ asked ‘do you 
want to be healed?’ He had the power to heal but it was up 
to the person to decide yes or no, to pick up their mat and 
walk. And when He was asked a question He never gave the 
answer directly because He knew people already had the 
answer. In England there is also a grassroot level - they are 
the homeless; they are the people who do not understand 
the gospel even though they come to church. 

So this is my model as a Christian: we have to empower 
others and it is by learning from Christ that we can do 
this. We may have skills, but they will be useless if they do 
not bring people to Christ; and it is useless bringing people 
to Christ if they are not going to be self-reliant. I do not 
want people to become dependent on me. By living with 
them they will learn from you, because the Bible says we 
are letters to be read - we are salt, we are light - so even if I 
keep quiet, I believe what I do is a message in itself. 

All these things have been stepping stones in my life 
and I await the next one. I do not know what it will be but 
I am aware every new day that God has opened a way for 
me to a mission beyond my own culture. 

Interview: Venetia Horton. Photo: Frank Blackwell 
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St Andrew's Bookshops 

Delighted to support the Alpha Initiative 


St Andrew’s 

bookshops 

We carry a full range of Alpha 
products and recommended titles 
in all our shops. 

No carriage when collected from 
our shops. 



10 % 


ALPHA PRODUCTS 


Branches at: 

Great Missenden 
Maidenhead 
Wolverton 
St Clements & 

St Ebbes, Oxford 
Reading 
Witney 
Wokingham 


Tel: 01494 862168 
Tel: 01628 621985 
Tel: 01908 221331 

Tel: 01865 247567 
Tel: 0118 9576078 
Tel: 01993 709429 
Tel: 0118 9776715 


I 



6 . advertisement feature to advertise ring 0 1 865 254506 


THE DOOR SEPTEMBER 1998 



DISCOVERING CITIES 

Mostly memories - Four Liverpool churches and their stories 

H oliday makers on a recent Discovering Cities mid-week break to Liverpool 
learned something of the history of the city's most interesting churches in the 
first of the two evening lectures which are always a feature of Discovering Cities 
holidays. The churches, selected for special attention by Stephen Tbdsbery-Tbrner, one 
of the tour's joint-leaders, were St Nicholas's on Pierhead, St Luke's at the junction of 
Bold, Renshaw and Leece Streets, St Peter’s formerly in Church Street and St 
Andrew's in Rodney Street. 

St Nicholas was first built in the early 14th century and was named after the patron saint of seafarers. Until its collapse 
in 1810, its tower was a prominent landmark on the waterfront. Five years later is was rebuilt by Thomas Harrison of 
Chester and, ironically enough, was the only portion of the church to survive a raid by German bombers on the 5th May, 
1941. The present nave was completed in 1952. 

St Peter's Church was built in 1704 and was paid for by the sale of pews to prospective worshippers. It was located on 
the south side of Church Street and acted as the pro-Cathedral of Liverpool. In 1922, when work was well under way on 
the new Anglican Cathedral, St Peter's fell victim to the developers and was replaced by a massive stone structure which 
today houses establishments such as "Top Shop". 

The Luftwaffe rather than developers put paid to St Luke's, a graceful Gothic building designed by the famous Liverpool 
architect John Foster, in 1802 and completed by his son and namesake in 1831. The ruins were purchased by the City 


THE OLD * 
RECTORY HOTEL 


The Old Rectory is a beautiful old Country House Hotel situated ir 
the unspoilt hamlet of Martinhoe. In this secluded and peaceful 
location with the sea and coastal walks only a few moments away, it is 
ideal as a centre for exploring the delights of Exmoor. 

The hotel, an 18th century rectory, has all modern comforts with three and a 
half acres of garden to enjoy. 

The cuisine is of the highest standard, prepared from fresh local ingredients 
and served in our beautiful dining room. 

All our rooms have a full bathroom, TV, tea making facilities, central heating 
and hair driers. We also have two downstairs bedrooms and we are now a 
non-smoking hotel. 

Please write or phone for a brochure: The Old Rectory Hotel, 
Martinhoe, Parracombe, Barnstaple, North Devon EX31 4QT 
Telephone 01598 763368 

AA#* (Red Rosette for Cuisine) 75% RAC## Michelin Guide. Good Hotel Guide, 
The Which Hotel Guide, The Good Food Guide 



FRENCH 

ALPS 


Ski the wonderful Grand 
Massif (Samoens/ Flaine/ 
Les Carroz/ Morillon) from luxurious sc appt. 
(sleeps 8-10) in 17th century manor house. 

Historic village, minutes from slopes. 
Quick easy access by road or air (Geneva) 

Tel: 07071 880318 


BEECHES 
HOLIDAY PARK 



Both new and secondhand caravans for SALE and for 
HIRE (all main services). Lovely Rose Award 
Winning Park with panoramic sea views and set 
amidst some of the lovliest scenery in the country. 

Amenities include heated swimming pool, small shop, 
laundrette, children’s play area, games room, tele- 
phone, 2 & 3 bedroom caravans, colour television, 
shower and toilet, all main services. 

Caravans designed for families with a wheelchair 
bound relative. 

Please write or telephone for colour brochure 

Blue Anchor Bay 
Minehead, Somerset TA24 6JW 
Tel: 01984 640391 


E.T.B. 

BH&HPA 
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Beacon Hill 
Farm Cottages 

In the heart of the Meon Valley, with magnificent 
panoramic views of surrounding farmland. Bea- 
con Hill Farm Cottages is a very attractive and 
sympathetic conversion of old hams, formerly 
used as a piggery and milking parlour 

There are four cottages in a courtyard setting. 

Each self-contained cottage is tastefully furnished with 
open plan first floor living area and an at tr ac ti ve beamed 
ceiling with galleried landing. One cottage is suitable for 
disabled persons with carer 

Keen walkers will enjoy the South Downs Way and cyclists 
Will appreciate exploring the beautiful surrounding villages. 
Market towns of Petersfield, Alton and Alresford are nearby, 
with the historic cities of Winchester and Portsmouth (with 
its naval museum, the Mary Rose and HMS Victory ) both 
about 15 miles away. The south coast is easily accessible and 
the Isle ofWight just a ferry ride away 

Each cottage consists open plan kitchen (with dishwasher 
and microwave) and living room. Two bedrooms consisting 
of one double room, one twin room plus a folding single bed. 

Heating is by Economy 7 and, along with bed linen and 
towels, included in the price. Parking for two cars. Colour TV 
Washing machine and drier available. Each cottage has its 
own lawned area with patio, garden furniture and barbecue. 
Small games area. There is a shop and pub in nearby village 

If you would like a brochure, please contact 
Mrs. C. Dunfbrd, The Farm Office, Beacon Hill 
Lane, Exton, Southampton, Hampshire, S032 3NW. 
TeL (01730) 829724 Fax: (01730) 829833 


Council after the war and now serve as a poignant war 
memorial. 

St Andrew's, a Presbyterian church which dates from the 
1820s, outlasted the war and in 1969 was described by 
Niklaus Pevsner as the younger Foster's 'best surviving 
building" with its classical ashlar faced front with two short 
towers and a three-bay loggia with fluted Ionic columns 
between'. Alas, shortly after he wrote these words the 
church was burnt out and for the last quarter of a century has 
remained a blackened shell at the northern end of 
Liverpool's most elegant Georgian thoroughfare. 

The Discovering Cities party visited St Luke's on the sec- 
ond day of their visit to Liverpool, when they made their 
way from the Adelphi Hotel to visit the Albert Dock. That 
evening, en-route to the two great Liverpool cathedrals, they 
made a short detour to view the remains of St Andrew;s. On 
the third and Final day of their holiday they passed the site 
of the former pro-cathedral of St Peter's as they headed for 
the Pierhead via Church Street. Finally, they gained the per- 
fect view of St Nicholas from the Mersey ferry which car- 
ried them to Woodside and a day on the Wirral. 

With one church in current use, one gone for ever, and 
one a stately ruin, the only question mark hangs over St 
Andrew's. It would be a comfort to feel that the facade at 
least could be retained for, as one admirer put it, "Liverpool 
deserves it". 

Discovering Cities telephone 01372 720510. 


Sicfmount JfoteC 

Peace and quiet in beautiful 
family run Georgian Hotel. 
Lovely gardens, 

superb views. Excellent food, en-suite rooms, 
colour TV, tea/ coffee facilities. 

BARGAIN BREAKS £41.50 
per person per night DB&B 

Brochure: SIDMOUTH, DEVON 

(01395) 513432 


M. 

THE OAST 

HOUSES 


The Oast Houses 
Ewhurst Lane 
Northiam 
East Sussex 
TN31 6HL 


The Oast Houses is a Christian Residential 
Centre set in delightfully quiet surroundings 
in East Sussex. The ideal venue for 
residential weekends or mid-week retreats 
and courses. Our day facility, the 'Granary' 
allows groups to visit just for the day. 

We are a very welcoming house and offer 
flexibility to group needs. Facilities include 
an indoor swimming pool, sauna and tennis 
court for the use of guests. 

The atmosphere of Oast Houses allows 
guests to enjoy a peaceful time of 
fellowship and to make time for God. 

For further details and a brochure: 
tel: (01797) 253311 
fax: (01797) 253314 
e-mail: oast.houses@easynet.co.uk 


_ MERTON _ 

dSlk HOUSE 40^ 
tQHpr HOLIDAY W 
HOTEL LTD 


Stands in its own grounds high above the U bend of 
the River Wye and caters for physically handicapped 
and the older person. 

We offer: 

Full Board - Outings 
Entertainment and a friendly service 
For further details, write or phone: 

Merton House Hotel Ltd., 

Eddie Cross St., 

Ross-on-Wye 
Herefordshire 
HR9 7BZ 

01989 563252 



A charitable organisation providing 
care for the physically handicapped no 277171 




KINGSBRTOGE, 

South Devon 

Ideal base for Salcombe, Dartmouth, Dartmoor 

THE ROCKWOOD HOTEL 

at the Head of the Salcombe - 
Kingsbridge Estuary 

Some dates available for our SPECIAL OFFER 
3 NIGHTS B&B FOR THE PRICE OF 2 
£90 inclusive for 2 people when booked NOW 

Tel: 01548 852480 


GREENBANK 


HOLIDAY FLATS 

Porth, Newquay 
TR7 3LW 

Tel. (01637) 872546 

Open all year, suitable for couples and families. Within 270 
yards of Porth’s sandy beach. Fully furnished and equipped 
for two to six persons including colour TV, fridge etc. Hot 
water included in the tariff. Own car park, guest telephone, 
laundry room, cots and highchairs supplied. No bookings 
accepted from all male/female parties. No dogs. 



Terms: £65.00 to £310.00 

according to size of flat and season. 


Holiday Village 
Hemsby-on-Sea, Norfolk 
Oven 5Ck doUcUufi to i&HtmAc* 

Enjoy a fantastic all-inclusive holiday - 
exclusively for the over 50's! 

★ Full Board ★ Full Entertainments Programme ★ 

★ Waitress Service ★ All chalets with tea making facilities 
★ Coach transport from your area ★ 

Con certain dates) 


SPECIAL RATES FOR CLUBS & GROUPS 


NEW 

HORIZON 

mmm 


BOOKING HOTLINE 

t deUuf - ceUt tod * */ 

01493 733610 


The Apple Tree Inn 

Keenthorne, Nr Nether Stowey, Somerset TA5 1HZ 
Tel 01278 733238 Fax 01278 732693 

The comfortable, luxurious accommodation has been carefully 
designed to ensure restful nights. All rooms are fully equipped with 
en-suite shower or bath, central heating, television and tea and 
coffee making facilities. 

Most rooms enjoy wonderful views over Quantock countryside and 
some overlook the garden with facilities suitable for the disabled. 
The Apple Tree Inn is renowned for its fine cuisine. The a la carte 
menu and bar snacks represent excellent value and offer the very 
best, country foods in season. 

A wide variety of choice dishes 
A A ★★ is always available - including 
vegetarian dishes. 


COMMENDED 


DISCOVERING CITIES 

Try our Three (Day (Breads zvith a Difference 
‘Enjoy (Dinner, (Bed and ‘Breakfast in Selected 
‘Traditional (Hotels 

Join a small group of like-minded enthusiasts for 
talks, zvalks and escorted visits . 

Learn something of the Art, Architecture, 
(History and (Heraldry of some of (Britain's 
most fascinating cities. 

01372 
720510 



Hollowford 
Centre, 

Castleton, Derbyshire 

In the heart of the Peak District, 500 
metres from the centre of the village. Both self-catering 
for groups (up to 21 people) as well as en suite rooms. 
Indoor games area, table tennis, pool table e:c. H 


LINDLEY 


rooms, TV lounges, 24-hour vending, as well as a full 
catering service, including packed lunches. 

ALSO why not try abseiling, rock climbing, canoeing, raft 
building, caving. Trained staff, as well as AALA Licences 
Nos L0996 and R0510, ensure both your enjoyment and 
safety. 

Lindley Educational Trust Ltd., Hollowford Centre, 
Castleton, Derbyshire S33 8WB 

Tel. 01 433 620377 Fax. 01 433 621 71 7 


Haldon Court 


FOR A CHRISTIAN FAMILY HOLIDAY 
WITH FUN & FELLOWSHIP 


ir Indoor heated pool and outdoor pool 
ir Bouncy castle ir Children’s play area 
ir Skittle alley ir Games room ir Lift ir Ensuite 
Rooms ir Tea Making Facilities ir Washing and 
Ironing room ir Full Board and Choice of Menu 
ir Wonderful Ministry and Fellowship ir Open 
at Christmas ir Open all year 


34 Douglas Avenue, Exmouth, 
Devon EX8 2HB 
Telephone (01395) 263836 



I 


JERSEY 

HIGHLANDS HOT, EL 

La Corbiere 

*• 

W elcome to the beautiful holiday island of Jersey, 
and to Highlands Hotel, with its unrivalled sea 
views, spectacular scenery and a level of comfort and 
Christian hospitality to set it apart from many other 
holiday destinations. Bn suite, TV & telephone in all 
rooms. Guest speaker ministry, special events. 
Discounts for senior citizens, children and groups. 


;° r ^ e : deo „ 01534 44288 

and brochure call: (FAX: 47273) 



Experience the Lakes in Comfort and Style 

Situated within the Lake District this beautifully furnished and family run country house hotel offers 
an exclusive, comfortable and tranquil setting in which to relax. Each bedroom is tastefully furnished, 
most with superb views over the bay towards the Pennines and all with private bathroom, colour 
television, telephone and tea & coffee facilities. 

For more information or to make a reservation, please contact 
Graythwaite Manor — 35 ^ on 01539 532001. 

AuchlochaN, 
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Our Bishops look 
back on Lambeth 

Over 700 bishops from ail over the world attended this 
year’s Lambeth Conference in Canterbury.The big 
debates hit the headlines but what was it really like to 
be there? The DOOR invited the Bishop of Oxford and 
the three Area Bishops to write a personal reflection on 
the confererence. We also include photograhs of some 
of the overseas bishops who visited this Diocese. 



Bishop Abelino of Chile and his wife Elena (5th from 
right) were pictured on a visit to Penn with Holmer 
Green, in Bucks.The parish is linked to them through 
the South American Mission Society.The Vicar, the 
Revd Nigel Stowe, presented the Bishop with a cheque 
for £875 towards the cost of a much-needed four- 
wheel drive vehicle as a ‘tangible sign of our support*. 


Like the curate’s egg it was 
good in parts SfSS 


Like the curate’s egg, I found the Lambeth Conference 
to be good in parts! I have to admit that my idea of 
hell is an eternal meeting, so I found three weeks fair- 
ly daunting, however, I loved the variety of worship 
and we had plenty of it. 

The most moving service was on the Feast of the 
Transfiguration when the Japanese Church publicly 
apologised for colluding with the Japanese 
Government over fifty years ago. The sermon preached 
at the same Eucharist was by Canon Susan Cole-King, 
the daughter of Bishop Leonard Wilson who, as Bishop 
of Singapore, was imprisoned and tortured but later 
confirmed one of his torturers. The Feast of the 
Transfiguration is the anniversary of the dropping of 
the Hiroshima bomb so peace and reconciliation was 
a natural theme. I was also humbled by a number of 
courageous bishops who have been refugees or experi- 
enced torture and imprisonment for their faith. Their 
churches are growing in spite of adversity. 

The role of the Bishop in mission 

I chose to be involved in Section Two which was enti- 
tled ‘Called to Live and Proclaim the Good News’. It 
was chaired by Bishop Rowan Williams of Monmouth 
and my particular group looked at the role of the 
bishop in mission. I think we produced a valuable 
report and I shall hope to put some of it into action! 

The subject of the cancellation of debts owed by 
the poorest countries was certainly top of the agenda 
and the President of the World Bank addressed us. We 
also looked at the growth of Islam and heard of tales 
of co-operation with Christians and also tales of perse- 
cution. The media inevitably gave more attention to 
the homosexuality discussion which left some feeling 
pleased and others angry and hurt. 


Thg Bishop pf O xford 

The emerging 
strength of the 
African churches 

It was a difficult Lambeth 
Conference in a number of ways. It 
was very big and there were some 
highly contentious issues being dis- 
cussed. One point that emerged 
quite clearly was the strength of the 
African churches. They made their 
g? presence felt both in what they said 
? and how they voted. The editorial in 
| The Church Times of August 14 gives 
| an, on the whole, accurate picture of 
* this. For those who want to know 
what went on in the subsection on 


human sexuality, I have written 
about it in The Tablet of August 15. 

The best aspect, as you might 
expect, were the personal encoun- 
ters and the Bible study. II 
Corinthians proved very rich and my 
group, which contained people from 
Nigeria, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Melanesia and Australia as well as 
Canada, the United States and 
Britain, represented the rich variety 
of the Communion. 

Stories of heroic churches 

Time and again we were shocked 
and moved by stories of churches 
struggling heroically in difficult cir- 
cumstances. Many of these 
circumstances were ones with a very 
significant Muslim presence. So the 


interfaith dimension at this 
Lambeth loomed very large. But the 
plenary on relations with Islam pre- 
sented a balanced picture. If in some 
countries Christians are harassed 
and persecuted, as in Pakistan or 
Sudan, in others such as the Gambia, 
they live happily side by side. 

The spouses had a superb pro- 
gramme, the highlight being a 
performance of ‘The Crowning 
Glory*, a musical specially written 
for Lambeth by Veronica Bennetts, 
formerly of this Diocese. 

It is good to be a member of a 
world-wide fellowship and commu- 
nion. I very much hope that I and 
my fellow Bishops will be able to 
impart something of this in our min- 
istry in this Diocese. 




Bishop MugereTifcafa and his wife, Edreda,from 
Kisangani, Democratic Republic of Congo, visited 
Church House in Oxford on July 9.They have links 
with our Diocese through the Mothers* Union. 


‘An episcopal 
minnow in a 
sea of purple 

»Sh The Bishop of 
Buckingham 

Having been consecrat- 
ed for four months, 
arriving at Lambeth 98 
made me feel like an 
episcopal minnow in a 
sea of large (purple) 
fish! Lambeth 1998 had 
some memorable 
moments: the address- 
es given by Rowan 
Williams and Jean 
Vanier; the mime per- 
formed by members of 
the Canterbury L’Arche 
Community; the daily 
small groups for prayer 
and Bible Study and 
the many new friends 
made over the three 
week period, made the 
whole experience 
worthwhile for me. 

I have returned with 
a better understanding 


of the Anglican 
Communion and its 
complexities. Despite 
the media coverage, we 
discussed many things 
other than sex! 
Religious pluralism, 
mission, international 
debt, together with 
other topics, all 
received serious atten- 
tion at the conference. 
My own sub-section 
discussed euthanasia. 

Surprisingly enjoyable 

I surprised myself by 
enjoying most of it, 
though over a three 
week period there 
were some tedious 
(and humid) moments. 
Half-way through the 
Conference we had a 
happy day in London 
visiting both Lambeth 
and Buckingham 
Palaces and ending the 
day with a boat trip on 
the Thames. 

If there is a Lambeth 
2008, 1 shall look for- 
ward to being there. 


Relationships 
mattered 
s more than 
^resolutions 

Tho spirit of reconciliation at 
the Transfiguration Eucharist 
^celebrated by the Japanese 
bishops, with Susan Cole - 
King preaching about her 
father, the imprisoned and 
tortured Bishop Leonard 
Wilson; Rowan Williams’ ser- 
mon and lecture; Veronica 
Bennetts’ amazing musical 
drama ‘Crowning Glory’; trav- 
elling with the Bishop of 
London and his wife down the 
River Thames in the evening 
light - are all vivid memories 
of a fascinating and profound- 
ly important Lambeth 
Conference. 

But, without doubt it is the 
Bible Studies which will 
remain in my mind. The group 
I was in, like the Conference, 
was dominated by Africans 
and by questions about the 
use of the Bible. Three weeks 
was long enough to get to 
know each other well and to 
share much of our circum- 
stances. The assumptions of 
our indifferent, post-Christian 


The Right Revd 
Matthew Chung, 
Bishop of Seoul 
and his wife came 
on a fact-finding 
visit to Church 
House on July 8. 
Among the staff 
they met was 
Richard Thomas, 
Communications 
Officer. 


The Bishop of Dorchester 

world were challenged by bish- 
ops who lived with the Muslim 
blasphemy laws; with tribal 
conflicts in East Africa (watch 
the post-confirmation refresh- 
ments if you are out of your 
tribal area!). We heard of the 
astonishing expansion of the 
Nigerian Church from a bish- 
op who was told to cross the 
river and ‘make disciples foi; 
Christ*; six years later there 
are twenty churches in his 
new diocese. 

If, depite its immensely effi- 
cient organisation, the size of 
the Conference was daunting 
and the infinite variety of the 
worship almost too rich - it is 
the personal relations and the 
stories that were by far the 
most important part. 
Historically the Anglican 
Communion has been held 
together by a common culture 
and inheritance (this time we 
heard not a word from the 
1662 Prayer Book), but now it 
is a Communion based on rela- 
tionships and it will continue 
to be in good heart for the peo- 
ple of God so long as those 
relationships are kept fresh 
and alive. This matters much 
more than all the resolutions. 

Photo: Christine Zwart 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tit 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager, The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 


FOR SALE 

VW POLO CL 

Fully VAG serviced and MoT'd. Four 
new tyres. Reliable little runner. 
Any trial. 

Only £595 

Please telephone (01993) 705149 


The Penn Club 
LONDON 



Long-established Quaker- 
based Club offers B&B in 
quiet, comfortable 
surroundings. Located in Bloomsbury, 
ideally situated for theatres, close to 
British Museum. Facilities include 
reading room, secluded garden and 
evening meal service. 

Many single rooms available. 

21 Bedford Place, London WC1B 5JJ 
Tel: 01 71 636 4718 Fax: 0171 636 5516 


Hewes Security 




LOCKS • SAFES • ALARMS • CCTV 
GRILLES • ACCESS SYSTEMS 


Tel: (0.1245) 321114 
Facsimile: (01245) 321194 


Proprietor: 

R. Hewes F.B.L.I. 


SAMARA HOUSE. 25 CUTLERS ROAD. 
SOUTH WOODHAM FERRERS 
ESSEX CM3 5WA 


NAS 1C 



"Puppets made in Wales* 

European and Ethnic types, 

% V/ which are used in the schools 
tv/ and church ministries in many 

p arts 0 f t h e world 

MITCH PUPPET MINISTRIES 

(Moral Instruction To Children) 

28G, The Grove, Rumney, Cardiff CF3 8HG 
Tel. 01222 369639 

Write/phone for colour brochure on puppets 
and resources 



©WIS 


STOLES 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
alter linen 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 

P lease contact. 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MK18 1LU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


The Church Lads' and Church Girls' Brigade 

An Anglican Voluntary Youth Organisation for boys 
and girls between 5 and 21 years offering fun, 
challenge, discipline and responsibility within a 
Christian setting. It aims to give them 
opportunities and experiences which will help 
equip them for adult life. 

It aims to build 

For further details, contact: 

The Church Lads' and Church Girls' Brigade 
2 Barnsley Road, Wath-upon-Deame, 

ROTHERHAM S63 6PY 
Tel: Rotherham (01709) 876535 
Fax: (01709) 878089 
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comment from 


The Editor 

A healing service in the little 
village of Fingest, a deanery day 
in Bicester, music for an autumn 
evening in the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone Milton Keynes 
and a flower festival in Sandhurst 
are just a small selection of the 
events planned across the Oxford Diocese for 
the last weekend in September. 

Many of them are mentioned in this month’s 
What’s On, a diary of local church events 
which has been running since The DOOR began 
nine years ago. Month after month you send in 
your entries sometimes with an encouraging 
note to say that their inclusion really make a 
difference. 

In fact What's On has been so successful that 
we are giving it a more prominent position in 
the DoorPost, a new monthly pull-out poster 
with information about diocesan, deanery and 
parish events.This has been designed for display 
on church notice boards and ideally would be 
printed on poster quality paper. But the cost is 
prohibitive and we rely on your ingenuity to 
find ways of displaying it prominently. 

We hope the DoorPost will support the hard 
work, enthusiasm and faith that underpins 
every church event by providing widespread 
free publicity and encouragement. It will also 
provide a bird’s eye view of our church life in all 
its rich variety. 

'The resurrection of the crucified Jesus was an 
explosive event which has transformed the 
bereaved disciples into a joyful community’ 
says David Ford in his 1 998 Lent book, The 
Shape of Life . May the DoorPost encourage a 
sense of belonging to 'the joyful community’ of 
Christians' in the Oxford Diocese. 

Christine Zwart 

The DoorPost may take some time to settle down. We would 
welcome your comments and suggestions for improving it. 


Today’s Mothers’ Union is still 
a force to be reckoned with 

Members of the MU World Wide Council were delight- 
ed by the overwhelming decision at their July meeting to 
retain the name Mothers’ Union for their 750,000- 
strong organisation. It is the image and the perceived 
purpose of the MU that needs changing, not the name. 

The Council meeting is arranged every ten years to 
precede the Lambeth Spouses Conference. This year 
bishops’ wives were sent away exhausted and exhilarat- 
ed by the long hours of debate and the love and unity 
demonstrated amongst the 450 delegates. 

The Council reaffirmed its commitment to the objec- 
tives of the 1 997 Beijing Declaration to ‘advance the 
goals of equality’, ensuring education and eliminating 
violence and discrimination against women and girls, and 
offered its support to projects which uphold family life. 

Be it the smallest meeting or the largest project, 
prayer and praise underpins everything the MU does. 
The magnificent York Minster and the neighbouring 
church were overflowing for the Eucharist on July 1 7 
when the Primates ofYork and Canterbury presided and 
preached. A procession of banners representing MU 
members throughout the world, headed by the world- 
wide President, Lady Eames, showed that the MU is still 
a force to be reckoned with in today’s Anglican Church. 

Barbara Teague, President of Oxford Diocesan A1U 


The legacy of Diana 

‘A landmark day* is how one newspaper editor described the 
funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales a year ago. In fact so great was 
the national outpouring of grief at her death, that the Oxford 
Diocese ran a series of workshops on the so-called ‘Diana 
phenomenon’. David Rossdale, who helped to organise them, 
reflects on some of the lessons the Church may have to learn 
from the life and death of an extraordinary woman 


Diana, Princess of Wales appears to 
have been a victim of the ‘What good 
can come out of Nazareth?' syndrome 
- that extraordinary media-led trait of 
our times which treats people, and 
especially public figures, as though 
they are monochrome, fitting neatly 
into the category of either saint or sin- 
ner. Any evidence of human frailty or 
complexity leads to people being 
‘named and shamed’ so that every- 
thing that they do or for which they 
strive, is devalued. 

Diana was a complex character full 
of the human peculiarities of strengths 
and weaknesses - that rich amalgam 
of personality traits which makes us 
what we are and which frequently 
makes us loveable. It may be, that it 
was her honesty in acknowledging 
publicly the inner tensions between 
those strengths and weaknesses which 
laid the foundations for the evident 
affection in which she was held by so 
many. 

People identified with her 
vulnerability. In a real way she 

became ‘queen of hearts’ 

People identified with her vulnerabili- 
ty. In a real way she became ‘queen of 
hearts’ because so many of us also 
wrestle with our weaknesses, not want- 
ing them to detract from the good we 
know we can achieve. Perfection is the 
illusion of ‘spin doctors' and makes 
public figures appear remote and cold. 

Clearly the reaction to Diana was 
not ephemeral; she continues to be 
held with great affection by many and 
we can expect her resting place at 
Althorp to become a place of pilgrim- 
age. She also continues to be the focus 
of much comment, speculation and 
journalistic title-tattle. If as a Church 
we are to learn anything from the 
so-called ‘Diana phenomenon’ then it 
must be in resisting this wasteful 
notion that public figures are to be 
judged by their weaknesses. 

The ‘What good can come out of 
Nazareth?’ syndrome, is fundamental- 
ly un-Christian. It focuses on the 
negative, rather than encouraging and 
rejoicing in the positive in human 
nature. It stereotypes both individuals 
and communities, having little con- 


cept of redeeming what is lost. 

If the Church of England is deemed 
. to be part of this syndrome, then a 
void opens between ourselves and the 
vast mass of people. We will be per- 
ceived to be a cult of the ‘strong’. We 
will seem to be a fellowship of those 
who never put a foot wrong, who 
always enjoy successful relationships. 
We will be a body which appears to 
negate what people can do, because we 
are consumed by their shortcomings 
of the past and their present contradic- 
tions. This is an unfair caricature 



perhaps - but it was evident from the 
reaction to the death of Diana that 
there is indeed a gulf between the 
large bulk of the population and estab- 
lished religion. 

The majority did not use 
the Church to articulate their 
feelings of grief and loss 

Whilst there were many stories of 
packed memorial services for Diana 
and streams of people coming to pray 
and light candles - the reality is that 
the majority did not use the Church to 
articulate their feelings of grief and 
loss. They chose instead to leave flow- 
ers, to sign Books of Remembrance and 
to hang on the words of the media as a 
means of focusing their feelings. 


A prayer for Diana 

We give thanks to God for Diana, 
Princess ofWales;for her sense of joy 
and for the way she gave so much to so 
many people. Lord, we thank you for 
Diana, whose life touched us all, and for 
all those memories of her that we 
treasure. We give thanks for those 
qualities and strengths that endeared 
her to us;for her vulnerability; for her 
vibrant personality; for her ability to 
communicate warmth and compas- 
sion;for her ringing laugh; and above 
all for her readiness to identify with 
those less fortunate. Lord of the 
loving: hear our prayer. 

This is one of the prayers offered by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury at the funeral of the 
Princess. It is one of a selection of prayers 
issued by the Oxford Diocese for those wanting 
to hold special services to mark the anniver- 
sary of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, 
on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31. Where 
possible, churches should be open during 
daylight hours that day with clergy or lay 
ministers present during that time. The 
emphasis should be on quiet reflection and it 
may be appropriate to light a single candle as 
a focus for prayer and reflection. The prayers 
are available from the Bishop's Office at 
Diocesan Church House. 


A question facing the Church of 
England is whether we were perceived 
to have been supportive of Diana in 
her complexity and vulnerability, or 
were we reckoned as being part of a 
critical establishment from which she 
was so evidently estranged? A year 
after her death we are yet to really 
address this question. It is, however a 
fundamental question for a Church 
which proclaims the crucified Christ, 
who identified himself with the vul- 
nerable and the broken. 

Such questions are part of the lega- 
cy of Diana. She was a distinctive figure 
in modern history and there continues 
to be much to learn from the way she k 
was treated by society and from the 
way we reacted to her death. The 
Government’s recent ban on the use of 
anti-personnel mines is a timely 
reminder of how Diana used her posi- 
tion and influence to focus minds onto 
issues which had been talked about, 
but where little had been achieved. 

It remains to be seen whether the 
Church can benefit from this legacy. 
There are questions we need to address, 
where there has been much talking, 
but little achieved. One such question 
concerns how we minister the Gospel 
in the complexity of contemporary cul- 
ture - a culture which would appear to 
have been attracted to Diana’s vulnera- 
bility and inner struggles. A strong, 
confident established Church may well 
have much to learn. 

David Rossdale is Vicar of Cookham and 
Rural Dean of Maidenhead. 


The Book of the Conference! 

The Lambeth Directory 

Editor: George Conger 

The first comprehensive listing of Primates, Bishops, 
Suffragan Bishops and Assistant Bishops in the 
worldwide Anglican Communion to be published. 
Includes addresses, contact numbers (including E-mail 
addresses), colleges attended and positions held for 
each individual. 

• Fully indexed for ease of access • 16 page map section 

• Nearly 700 photographs • Colour frontispiece 

• Sewn, limp binding with laminated, gold-blocked cover 

An indispensable reference book 

ISBN 0-953350 1-0-X, 450pp, 229x145mm, £24.99 

Order from: 

OXFORD CENTRE FOR MISSION STUDIES 

PO Box 70, Oxford 0X2 6HB 




hat could you and Carnegie 
Hall have in common? 

...Doe grand, glorii 
a Rodgers qiganl 

For forty years, Rodgers has 

perfecting the art of buildir 
world s finest organs for 
schools, churche 
synagogues and 
concert halls 
Rodgers sound is 
simply the best. 1 
That 's why 
Rodgers has 
been the house 
organ at 1 f 
Carnegie Hall 
since 1974/ 

An instrument 
meeting the 
same exacti^ri j 
demands of Carnegie Hall 
could be leading your choir and there is 
a Rodgers organ available In a price 
range to fit most budgets. 

FREE DEMONSTRATION CD 

tor further information and your 
TULL CD contact: 

Roland UK Ltd. Atlantic Close, Swansea 
Enterprise Park, Swansea SA7 9FJ ROTT^rF R S 
Tel: 01792 515033 Fax: 01792 799644 
wwiv.roUnuLco.uh/rodgers.htm a mc« 4 xt oi a* Rou«j Cr***? 



Can we help you explore your vocation? Church Army is 
committed to sharing in your journey towards- full-time 
ministry, by helping you to explore your sense of call. We 
train evangelists to work within five focus areas: 

• Area Evangelism 

• Children and young people 

• Church planting 

• Homeless people 

• Older people 


The _ 

novt 


Independence Road 
Blackheath 
London 
SE3 9LG 

Information @ churcharmy.org.uk. 
Reg Charity No 226226 


For your information pack, call Pat Powell on 0181 297 6045 
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letters to the editor 


Regional 
assemblies 
spell disaster 

I agree with the thoughts of the Bishop 
of Dorchester (July DOOR) in his article 
The Oxford Diocese on the Edge. We need 
fewer, not more, tiers of local govern- 
ment. Regional assemblies with legisla- 
tive power and the resulting divided 
responsibility would be disastrous (this 
has been clearly shown by the truly awful 
example of Northern Ireland). It would 
result in the fragmentation of England, 
which has been a united kingdom for 
one thousand years. 

Parishes within a single benefice would 
be separated by a frontier. For example 
Little Compton would be governed from 
Birmingham, and Castleton from 
Guildford. For whose benefit would this 
be done? During the Second World War 
the special circumstances required the 
appointment of regional commissioners 
with extensive emergency powers. 
Oxfordshire was included in the Reading 
region, Gloucestershire in that of Bristol. 
This at least made some sense. 
Fortunately the expected invasion never 
took place. 

Since 1974 the councils of the enlarged 
rural districts have been out of touch with 
the people. In the Cotswolds, Cirencester is 
actually further from Chipping Campden 
than Gloucester itself. Now that the control 
of water supplies and drainage has passed 
to the river boards, the district councils are 
largely superfluous, and their remaining 


functions should be transferred to the 
counties or the parishes, both of which 
are still meaningful units, in spite of 
some recent - mostly unnecessary - 
changes in boundaries. 

Stephen Freer ; Cheltenham 

Help please, Noah! 

Recently The Financial Times reported that 
the sea level is expected to rise about 50 
centimetres by 2050, compared with four 
inches in the last century, and 12-15 
inches in this century. In this case 
London will have to build a better 
Thames barrage. Already St Petersburg is 
erecting considerable sea defences. 

This is all part of the environmental 
crisis. John Prescott’s plans to change 
over to more public and cleaner forms of 
transport will do something in the long 
run to reduce the ‘greenhouse effect*, 
but the media suggest that the 
Government is inhibited by fear of the 
public’s reaction to change. But who will 
give a lead, if not the Government? 

Greens of the world unite: you’ve only 
your planet to lose! 

Bill Carey, Witney 

Electoral Rolls and the Share 

I have been trying to follow the various 
Synod discussions about a new parish 
Share Scheme and I think that the elec- 
toral roll can form a good basis for the 
calculations as long as the electoral roll 


is looked at sensibly, that is, as a list of 
those people prepared to stand up as 
fully committed members of their 
church, prepared to support it in any 
way, by prayer and money, not only by 
attendance. 

What can be done about those who use 
the church only for occasions such as 
funerals and weddings must be left to 
each church to deal with. 

Gweneth Edgington, Hook Norton 


Calling Christian writers 

We need Christian writing. Can you 
imagine the Church without the Bible? 
How much poorer would the Church be 
today with out the books of CS Lewis, 
William Barclay, John Stott and others. 
Every Christian bookshop is a valuable 
resource for growth in grace and service. 
Have you ever thought of writing, 
whether for your church magazine or for 
a wider readership? The Association of 
Christian Writers exists to help, encour- 
age and support all Christians who are 
called to use the written word as a means 
of expressing their faith. They meet twice 
a year in London and once in the 
provinces. There are local groups too 
including Milton Keynes and Reading. 

For more information ring Fred Crix 
(Milton Keynes) on 01908 374670 or Colin 
Ferguson (Reading) on 01189 482557. 

Fred Crix, Bletchley 


Clergy and lay appointments 

Revd Andrew Bell, Assist Curate, Leighton 
Buzzard group of parishes in the St Albans 
Diocese, to be Team Vicar, Schorne Team 
Ministry. Revd Fred Bonham, Team Vicar 
of St Mary the Virgin, Speen, to resign. 
Revd Peter Challenger, Vicar Wootton St 
Peter and Priest-in-Charge Dry Sandford St 
Helen, to retire. Penny Horseman, NSM in 
Ducklington, to be Church Army Officer in 
the Diocese of Chelmsford. Revd John 
Hawkins, Team Vicar, Great Chesham 
Team, to be Associate Vicar, Thorpe St 
Andrew Episcopi in the Diocese of Norwich. 
Revd Joan Hicks, Curate at Earley St Peter, 
to be Priest-in-Charge, Leach Hill, Grazeley 
and Spencers Wood. Revd Janet Lucas, 
Assist Curate, St Mary with St Christopher, 
Hanwell, and Assist Chaplain Ealing 
Hospital, and Willesden Area Healing 
Adviser, to be Community Priest, All Saints, 
Wokingham. Revd Tom Moffatt, Rector of 
Padgate and Area Dean of Warrington in 
the Diocese of Liverpool, to be Team Rector 
of Thatcham. Revd Geoff Maughan, Team 
Vicar, Christ Church, Abingdon, to be 
Director of Ministry, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 
Revd Margaret Mullins, Curate at 
Bishopstoke, Eastleigh in the Diocese of 
Winchester, to be Team Vicar, Bicester. 
Revd Michael Pragnell, NSM in the High 
Wycombe Team Ministry, to be Assist Priest 
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. Revd 
Owen Murphy, Assist Curate at St Michael 
and All Angels, Watford in the St Albans 
Diocese, to be Priest-in-Charge, St Mary, 
Shinfield. Revd Georgina Simpson, NSM SS 
Mary the Virgin and Nicholas, Littlemore, 
to be Assist Curate (part-time) SS Giles, 
Philip and James with St Margaret, Oxford. 
Revd Nick Read, MSE/NSM in the Diocese 
of Oxford, to be Agricultural Chaplain, 
Diocese of Hereford. Revd Vaughan 
Roberts, Student Chaplain at St Ebbes, 
Oxford, to be Rector, St Ebbe’s. Revd Janet 
Russell, Curate at Icknield, to be Team 
Vicar, Wallingford Team Ministry with spe- 
cial responsibility for Crowmarsh Gifford. 





Join the 

25th birthday 
celebrations 
this August at 

the last 
Greenbelt 
Festival 
before it 
reinvents 
itself for 
a new era. 


greenbelt - an arts festival to the 


RING 0541 511 425 FOR DETAILS & BOOKING 


working with 




Christian ft Aid 


Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Tick as required: 

Tax free Savings & Investments 

•Mortgages 

Life Assurance 


□ 

□ 


Pensions 

Other 


Building Ethically for /, 

Tomorrow v if rrrw* 

Member of The Kestrel Network dciV-A 

which is regulated by the Personal f Financial Setkes Limited 
Investment Authority. 

•Mortgages are not regulated by the 
PIA. 

We are a Christian company of experienced financial 
consultants who seek to serve the Christian community. 

We specialise in giving advice on ethical funds. 

Ethical funds invest in companies that have a positive effect 
and avoid companies involved in drugs, armaments, 
pornography etc. 

Some ethical funds have outperformed the average UK growth 
fund over the past 3 years (MF 06/98) proving that you can be 
a good steward as well as invest with a conscience. 

Ethical funds can be linked to everyday financial planning, 
such as pensions, savings, investments & home purchase 
products. We also give advice in other areas of financial 
planning. 

Voyager Financial Services supports a charity in India which 
seeks to meet the needs of orphans, as part of its Christian 
commitment to the world. 

Why not find out more by contacting Voyager Financial 
Services on 01446 747797 or completing the coupon below. We 
can provide further information on our servcie and a 
consultation without cost if required. 


To: 

Freepost Voyager Financial Services Ltd., 44 The Parade, Barry, South Glamorgan. CF62 6SF. 

Name: f 

Address: 


[Bamfe (prewar© = GKksxnD 

Deene Park, Northamptonshire 

Rode. Dance, Indie. Classical. Acoustic Gospel 6 World Music 
Drama Dance. Visual Art. Social Action. Prophetic Searching. 

International Campaigning Children's Area Funfair, Youth 
Programme. Warship. Participation. Illumination. Integration 
making a new community to change the flavour of vour everyday 
life A celebration an exploration a holiday. And more 

Carleen Anderson, Mike Scott, Ricky Ross, Jars of Clay, Delirious?, lcgc, . 
Martyn Joseph, Jessy Dixon, Mike Peters & Band, Beehive, Milton Jones, lain Archer, 

All Star United, Juliet Turner, Why?, Sue Rinaldi, Split Level, Dance Tent with DJ Vadim (Ninja Tunes) 
Abundant, Overjoyd & Cameron Dante, SPEAKERS: Richard Chartres, Joan Chittester (USA), 
Daleep Mukarji, Elias Chacour (Palestine), Ron Sider (USA), Mike Yaconei (USA), Janet Motley, John Ben, 
Angela Sarkis, John Smith (Aust), Tom Sine (USA), PLUS: Wild Goose Worship, Joirvin Messiah 


V 
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MAGDALEN COLLEGE, OXFORD 

Auditions for 

Magdalen College Chapel Choir 

will be held on 

Saturday, 19th September, 1998 
for boys aged 7-9 

Substantial awards are available and choristers receive 
full-time education at Magdalen College School 

Full details and a prospectus are available from: 

The College Office, Magdalen College 
Oxford 0X1 4AU 

Telephone 01865 276060 


Having Trouble 
Getting A Mortgage? 


Talk To Us - 

Fast Personal Service 
Residential and Commercial 

01254 245 264 
J A Scully & Co 

Licensed Mortgage Broker 

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments 
on a mortgage or other loans secured on it. 

Written quotes available 
Brokers fee will be charged 


WELSH 

HERITAGE 

weekends 

You are invited to stay at 
Ty Teilo in Llandeilo, the 
centre from which to see 
castles, mountains, historic 
houses and gardens. Come 
by car or train, opt for 
B&B from £18 or be totally 
cared for with full board 
and escorted visits. 
Brochure from 
David & Wendy Foulgar 

Tel. 01558 822437 


SINGLE DADS 

relax 

and have quality time 
together with your child/ 
children at Ty Teilo, in 
Llandeilo, Carmarthenshire 
on your access weekends or 
half terms. 

We can assure you of good 
food and care and access to 
the house and garden at all 
times. We are close to castles, 
mountains and leisure parks. 
Full board including picnics: 

Dad + one = £100 

from Friday pm to Sunday pm 
Brochure from 
David and Wendy Foulger 
Tel: 01558 822437 



Postcode 


i One and two year certificates in Christian 

Kingdom Faith Bible College, Rtofl^ Place, 

Old Cowley Road, Horsham, West Sussex. RH12 4RU 
TeL 01293 851543 Fan 01293 851330 
EHnaiLRo8eyKFBC9aol.com Web site: www.kingdomhith.Ofg.uk 
Kingdom Faith Ministries Registered Charity Number 278746 

S< 

Please tend me the full Kingdom Faith Bible College brochure 

Name: 

Address: 


Welcome to 
Portfolio 

Portfolio came about in this Diocese because we 
needed to find the most creative and effective way 
of training for all varieties of ministries, and also 
in response to an increasing theological consensus 
on enabling the growth of all the people of God. 

We wanted to see training and development as a 
seamless robe. The learning a person undertakes 
from their first steps of faith to the time they 
become one of our most highly trained and holy 
bishops is of one piece. God calls us all to grow in 
faith, learning and ministry, and we should be able 
to move, as God calls us, from serving as a house 
group leader, to being a reader, to being a priest, by 
building on the experiences and learning we have 
already gained. 

We want people to have responsibility for their 
learning all the way through; to plan for it, and be 
assessed if necessary. Portfolio provides a simple 
way of enabling that to happen, and through the 
exploration of Gifts and Competencies it becomes 
clear what learning is expected. We want a process 
which affirm people’s gifts, builds their self-esteem 
and opens up the future for new learning. 

Keith Lamdin 

The Revd Canon Keith Lamdin is the Director of Training of the 
Council of Training and Parish Resources. 
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What is Portfolio? 

An artist's portfolio contains samples of their 
work and shows what sort of artist they are. A 
stock broker holds valued certificates of shares in 
a client’s portfolio. A student’s portfolio contains 
information on all the things they have been 
studying: all the evidence, collected in different 
ways, that learning has occurred: evidence of new 
knowledge, evidence of new skills, evidence of 
having become the kind of person needed to do a 
particular job. 

Gifts and Competencies 

In order to know what to put in your portfolio, a 
system of gifts and competencies and levels has 
been devised. 

By identifying our Gifts and Competencies we can 
see what we already know and what needs to he 
learnt. A huge range of categories including 
‘Knowing the life and teaching of Jesus’, ‘Using 
the Bible’, ‘Growing in prayer’, ‘Discerning your 
gifts’, ‘Working collaboratively’, ‘Sharing faith 
with others’, ‘Exercising pastoral care’, ‘Planning 
and leading worship’ have been worked out as 
Gifts and) 



How to choose 

If you are learning to be a Sunday School teacher, 
a baptism visitor or house group leader, or to 
share your faith at work, or just want to grow in 
your faith, then you choose the Gifts and 
Competencies you will need and work at those. If 
you are training to be a reader, there are certain 
Gifts and Competencies you will need before you 
can be licensed. 

Highlighting your Gifts and Competencies is not 
the same as being called. You may have all the 
Gifts and Competencies required to be a reader or 
a bishop, but that is not enough to qualify you for 
the job! Calling in these areas is tested by the 
Church through a formal selection process. 

Why you should choose Portfolio 

The key advantages of this system are: 

• it is open to everyone regardless of status, back- 
ground, race, age or ability 

• it values your previous experience, (sometimes 
in surprising ways) 

• it builds on your experience 

• it affirms that there is always something more 
to learn 

• it offers you clear goals to aim for 

• the motivation, speed, range and place of learn- 
ing is in your hands 

• it allows for learning with others as well as on 
your own. 



Nine of the newly selected ordained local ministers (LNS 
training. Each one has been given a personal ‘portfolio’ or 
of achievement.The picture was taken earlier this summi 
West Wycombe in Buckinghamshire 


Three experiences of Pi 


P ortfolio 
was to be 
my read- 
er training. I 
was given 
‘Gifts and 
Competencies’ 
- all 32 pages 
of it with 22 
competencies, 
each contain- 
ing up to five 
elements, each 
of which could 
Mary Hutchinson: have up to six 

training to be a reader parts. I wasn’t 
impressed, and all but threw it at my 
poor new vicar! Where was I to begin? 
With the help of my tutor, we began to 
sort the ‘wheat from the chaff . I am so 
glad I ‘saw the light’. My depth of back- 
ground knowledge is far, far wider than 
I would have gained on the old system 
of nine courses with written work. 

Take the ‘Serving and Caring’ course 
- now ‘Competency F: Exercising 
Pastoral Care’. I wrote an essay on com- 
munication and listening skills, but for 
the ‘competency’ far more is required. I 
began to assimilate the knowledge 
gained, and put it into my own words, 
attaching ‘evidence* (this word is 
inscribed on my forehead!). 

My brother-in-law wanted the low- 
down on all the ministries in the 
Church of England, and much to my 
surprise I gave him a very informative 
reply. Hooray for Portfolio! You will 
become a fountain of knowledge, while 
at the same time preparing for the task 
of reader. But you still won’t quite know 



it all - learning is an on-goinj 
Mary 

Mary Hutchinson is from Old Winds 
Berkshire and is completing her read 


F or re-registration purpo 
need to keep a portfoli 
and reflective practice. 1 
has taken years to take off, 
was told reader training was 1 
my heart sank. However, 1 1 
that the reader system has c 
mud from the nursing schem 
Portfolio is about tying i 
present experiences and sin 
interrelated they all are. By 
on these one can determine 
areas in need of improvemen 
steps to take next. 

I have been able to use s< 
nursing experience to eqi 
some of the 
competencies, while an ess 
Chiltern Training Course ha: 
my nursing portfolio. I nev< 
that playing hockey for my sc; 
equip me for anything - but 
Another competency fulfilled 
Of course, there are teet. 
lems. Formerly, a reader coul 
be licensed in three years, bi 
ing it will probably tak 
However, the system and 
under continual review. It dc 
together life’s different threa 
pare us better practically. 1 1 
the way forward and the pe< 
parishes will benefit. 

Hazel Chow is from Beaconsfleld. 
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listers (LNSMs) about to start their Portfolio 
portfolio’ or briefcase in which to keep their records 
this summer by Keith Ellis at St Paul’s Church in 


new way o 
the Church 


is of Portfolio training 


l is an on-going process. 

Mary Hutchinson 

is from Old Windsor in 
mpleting her reader’s Portfolio. 


;tration purposes, nurses 
eep a portfolio of study 
:tive practice. The scheme 
rs to take off, so when I 
r training was by Portfolio 
c. However, I have found 
:r system has cleared the 
nursing scheme, 
about tying in past and 
iences and showing how 
hey all are. By reflecting 
:an determine strengths, 
)f improvement and what 
?xt. 

able to use some of my 
irience to equip me for 
the Portfolio 
5 , while an essay for the 
ing Course has gone into 
:>rtfolio. I never thought 
)ckey for my school would 
nything - but hey presto! 
etency fulfilled! 

:here are teething prob- 
\ a reader could expect to 
three years, but I’m find- 
probably take longer. 

? system and format is 
al review. It does connect 
different threads and pre- 
practically. I believe it is 
rd and the people in our 
eneflt. 

Hazel Chow 

n Beaconsfield. 


M y immediate reaction after fin- 
ishing training was one of relief 
- no more essays! During the 
first few months of my curacy I was far 
too busy, and everything was far too 
exciting for me to even think about 
Portfolio. But letters and handbooks 
about Portfolio kept arriving at my desk. 
My first thoughts were: ‘Oh no! That 
looks like a lot of extra work. Why can’t 
I simply write two essays?’ 

The Portfolio papers looked confus- 
ing so I filed them away in my big new 
filing cabinet. It was only after the first 
meeting with my tutor that I started to 
understand how Portfolio works. It was, 
after all, not extra work, but a different 
way of looking at ‘learning’. It encour- 
aged me to look at experiences, past 
and present, to find gaps or weaknesses 
and to note any changes or improve- 
ment. It helps me discuss all areas of 
ministry, including spiritual growth 
and collaborative ministry, with my 
training incumbent in our weekly super- 
vision sessions. 

I have to confess that I have not been 
too good at writing things down in the 
past, but I hope that in my second year I 
will keep an up-to-date file. Without 
doubt this will 
be very useful in 
years to come. 

Christa 
Cerrutti 

The Revd Christa 
Cerratti is curate at 
St Mary the Virgin, 

Chipping Norton. 



Our four bishops 
welcome Portfolio 

When Jesus called Peter and John from their fish- 
ing nets they had no idea what life had in store for 
them, and so it is when Jesus calls us. He calls us to 
a journey of faith and discipleship which lasts as 
along as life and beyond death to life everlasting. 
At the heart of this journey is God’s love for us and 
our response in prayer, worship and mission. It is a 
journey of discovery and learning. 

Welcome to Portfolio. We believe that it offers 
you an excellent way of learning more about God 
who comes to us in our Lord Jesus Christ through 
the Holy Spirit. It will help you to become clearer 
about what God is calling you to be and do. It will 
enable you to develop the gifts you need for min- 
istry both in the Church and the world. Gathering 
all these things together we pray that it will enable 
you: ‘with deep roots and firm foundations, in com- 
pany with all God’s people to be strong to grasp 
what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth of Christ’s love, and know it, though it is 
beyond knowledge* (Ephesians 3: 17-19). 

tRichard, tAnthony, fDominic, tMichael 


Want to get started? 

Get in touch with your Archdeaconry Portfolio 
Training Co-ordinator who will find you a tutor 
and you can start at once. The cost of Portfolio 
training is £30 per annum. 

Archdeaconry of Oxford: 

The Revd Joanna Coney, 27 Don Bosco Close, 
Junction Rd, Temple Cowley, 

Oxford 0X4 2 NT. Tel/fax: 

01865 717986. 

Archdeaconry of Berkshire: 

The Revd Phillip Tovey takes 
up this post in December. 

Meanwhile, telephone 01865 
208251. 

Archdeaconry of 
Buckingham: 

The Revd John Hammersley, 

180 Langley Rd, Langley, 

Slough SL3 7EE. Tel/fax: 

01753 546659. 


Congratulations on your 
‘pioneering work’ 

‘Oxfordshire Open College Network prides itself 
on the wide and unusual range of education provi- 
sion it accredits. Programmes range from 
advanced driving to horsemanship and from lip- 
reading to countryside skills. Nevertheless, 
Portfolio was a first for us both in terms of the 
subjects covered, the novel methods of learning 
and the sheer complexity of this programme 
which will eventually span all levels of education- 
al provision from Further Education level up to 
Masters. Working on programme development 
with the Diocesan team was a fascinating and 
enjoyable experience. We look forward to our con- 
tinued involvement with this rewarding initiative 
and would strongly encourage anyone who wants 
to learn more about Christianity to join Portfolio’. 

Dr SP O’Gorman, Director of the 
Oxfordshire Open College Network 

‘This is pioneering work. The Portfolio system 
offers a new approach which could radically 
change training for lay and ordained ministry in 
the Church of England. This rightly focuses on the 
learners themselves and their prior learning expe- 
riences before opening them up to further 
opportunities*. 

Ian Stubbs, Adviser in Adult Education and Lifelong 
Learning at the Board of Education of General Synod 

‘The Oxford model offers a helpful process for 
ministers to find affirmation of good practice and 
encouragement to address the areas of ministry 
they find difficult. We hope that Newcastle will 
shortly follow Oxford in welcoming Portfolio and 
facing squarely the challenges and issues it raises’. 

Richard Bryant, Principal of the Newcastle Local 
Ministry Scheme and Reader Training Course 



The Revd John 
Hammersley is your 
Portfolio contact in 
Buckinghamshire 


Shades of Glass 

Studio 

Craftsman built Lead Light and Stained Glass 
Windows. Specialists in Church Window refur- 
bishment and replacement. 

Call us for free quotation on: 

★ Lead Lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and engraved 
detail 

We also specialise in the supply and fitting of 
stainless steel and/or galvanised grills. 
Recognised by Ecclesiastical Insurance Group. 
All work undertaken in our own studio. 
References available. 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Shades of Glass Studio 

12 Fane Drive, 

Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
Tel. OXFORD 01865 340831 


Lead 

Light 

‘Windows 
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i] Traditional Hymns j 

per fanned by 

The Howdm Minster 

Choir 

"Beautiful Hymns & Beautiful Scenes 
Of Yorkshire On Video" 

Sdn CnsfratwnfFor Sdlf dm 

features jj Classic Hymns that form part of England's 
al heritage. 

yf Ages - And Did Those Feet In Ancient Time$c 
***" - The Lord's My Shepherd - Immortal \ Invisible , Cfo|| 

Wise - There Is A Green Hill Far Away - Come Ye 1 
People Come * plus n other family favourites are in 
on this video. 

ff'% Relax & enjoy at your leisure with some of the beautif 
^ v !? of Yorkshire's countryside. M I;; - % 

Available Direct From QV^T; Productior 
Only £ 11 . 99 TpoJfFree 

Call 01405 862202 


DAVID 

WASLEY 

M.A., F.M.G.P. 

Artist in 
Stained Glass 

New design. 
Conservator and 
Ferramenta 
specialist 

New Somerset House, 

57 West View, Hilltop, 
Chesham, Buckinghamshire 
HP5 3BY 

Tel. 01494 773712 
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Holding the Silences 

A Nepal notebook 

Known to many as a wise conductor of 
Christian retreats. Pen Eckersley trekked 
12,500 feet up into the Himalayas - at age 70 
• to spend a month away from her usual social 
and cultural props, at a Tibetan Buddhist 
monastery, in silence. 

Her journal is a remarkable, direct, telling 
experience of what is common in all religions. Her 
bits of background about her own life give the story 
real depth. Beautifully written. " 

-Donald Reeves, rector, St James Piccadilly 





176 pages plus 16 pages of 
colour pictures 
£8.95 (plus £1.05 pp) 

Abbey Press , JNortMBRoad 

Glastonbury B a 69 jg 

x (01458)83 3603 


THE DIOCESE IN EUROPE 

OPEN DAY 


Following the considerable response to our 
Open Day in April, by popular demand 
we are doing it again. 

• The Diocese in Europe offers a different sort of 
ministry 

• We have permanent chaplaincy churches in over 
30 countries. Some of them are large - some small - 
most are growing . . . 

• The next Open Day is on Wednesday 30 
September At The Diocesan Office, 14 Tufton 
Street, Westminster, London, from 1.30-4.00 pm 

To book your place telephone 0171-976 8001 
E.mail: ambrose@dioeurope.clara.net 



Cotswold 
Wildlife 
Park and 
Gardens 

BURFORD, OXON OXI8 4 JW 

from ANTS to RHINOS in 160 acres of 
Parkland, plus: 

• ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND • 
CHILDREN'S FARMYARD t PICNIC AREAS 
AND CAFETERIA • NARROW GAUGE 
RAILWAY (runs Apr-Oct) 

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 1998 
BIRDS OF PREY DEMONSTRATIONS 
BY GEOFF DALTON 

Aug 23, 29, 30, 31, Sept 5 and 6 

CAR RALLIES 

Sports Car Club Specials Day 

SNAKE AmRENESS DAYS 

Come and meet a snake and receive expert advice 
from their keeper 2-5 pm (weather permitting). Sept 6 

To receive further information or 
confirm details of events, call 
( 01993) 823006 
OPEN DAILY FROM 10 AM 
MIDWAY BETWEEN OXFORD AND 
CHELTENHAM 



Holding the Silences: A Nepal notebook 

BY PENELOPE ECKERSLEY 

P enelope Eckersley will be known to many readers as a wise conductor of Christian retreats, 
particularly for the Franciscan Third Order and the Julian of Norwich movement. A few years ago 
she trekked 12,000 feet up into the Himalayas to spend a month at a Tibetan monastery * if she was 
ever going to accept the invitation from Alison, the lodger at Pen’s home in London, to come along on her 
annual visit to her guru, it had to be while Pen was still physically able. So she did at age 70. 

It was her first introduction to Tibetan Buddhism, 176 pages plus 16 pages of colour plates, it is priced at 
and Pen was determined not to lapse into what she calls £8.95 plus £1.05 postage and packing from Abbey 
"comparative studies mode" but rather to experience the Press, 32 Norbins Road, Glastonbury BA6 9JG (e- 

maihjim. nagel@UKonline.co.uk) ISBN 0-9533203-0- 
8. A limited number of copies will be hard bound by 
hand, some with marbled paper, to order at £20 and £25 
respectively, plus £2 postage. 


immense silence of the mountains away from her usual 
social and cultural props. She writes of "an almost 
unbearable feeling of wonder and joy which almost 
hurts". This book is the journal Pen kept, illustrated 
with her own colour photos of the Himalayan grandeur 
and the Sherpa people she - and a mixed bag of other 
westerners - lived among. 

"Holding the Silences: A Nepal notebook" is the first 
title to be published by Abbey Press Glastonbury, and is 
due off the press in September. A paperback of around 


flLOFAX 

‘'DIRECT 


1999 DIARIES & PLANNERS NOW IN STOCK 

Tel: 01458 272438 
Fax: 01458 274367 

Mail order service from 
Stationery House, Somerton, Somerset 



“Puppets made in Wales* 

European and Ethnic types, 
which are used in the schools 
and church ministries in many 
parts of the world 

MITCH PUPPET MINISTRIES 

(Moral Instruction To Children) 

28G, The Grove, Rumney, Cardiff CF3 8HG 
Tel, 01222 369639 

Write/phone for colour brochure on puppets 
and resources 


One World Week 
Shaping Our Landscapes 
18-25 October 1998 


A week of celebration, education and action 
for social justice 

Use OWW as an opportunity to enrich your local landscape 
by exploring links with the global landscape. 

• Ideas for 1 998 include: 

• Finding out about how our own local landscape has been 
shaped by political,, social and economic activity. 

• Discovering how tourism shapes life in poor countries. 

• Investigating issues of debt 

• Celebrating how workers from the Caribbean have shaped 
our own country 

• Sort out your ideas about consumption and the ethics of 
international trade- act for a fairer global economy. 

• FOR INSPIRATION, RESOURCES, MORE INFORMATION, 
CONTACT: 

OWW PO Box 2555, Reading, Berks, 
RGI 4XW Tel: 0118 939 4933 
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Theatregoers 

Club of Great Britain 


w ’ i 


CHRISTIAN 

SOLIDARITY 

WORLDWIDE 


Since 1978 we' have been taking our 
members to musicals, plays and concerts by 
luxury coach. It is simply the best way to 
see the best shows. Why not treat yourself, 
or give membership as a present. To find out 
more. 

Telephone: 01 71 450 4040 



Dorset 

Built by Sir Walter Raleigh in 1594 
Set in magnificent parkland. 

Open to the public 

Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays & 
Bank Holiday Mondays 
Grounds and tearooms open 12.30pm 
House open 1.30pm - last admissions 4.30pm 


^ rdiary* 

zz,**** 

1 

also 


for more details contact CSW office at: 
CSW, PO Box 99, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3YF 
Tel: 0181 942 8810 Fax: 0181 942 8821 



SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY AUG 29th - 31st 


OXFORDSHIRE 


BLENHEIM 

PALACE 

WOODSTOCK. OXON 
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Adults £3.50 OAPs £3 Child £2 

The Finest Ever Oxfordshire Craft Show. Something For Everyone From: Living Heritage Craft Shows (01283) 820548 
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Field day in Chesham Bois for Bishop Mike 

Prayers were answered on June 1 4 when it didn’t rain 
for an open-air service organised by St Leonard's, 
Chesham Bois. It included music, drama and downing 
and culminated in a talk by the Bishop of 
Buckingham, the Right Revd Mike Hill, the former 
Rector of Chesham Bois.The service was part of an 
annual Family Day held for the first time on Bois 
in association with Christchurch Waterside, 
picnicked and played games or watched the 
events, among them a Youth Roadshow. 
ght) is pictured with the event organiser, Peter Flory 


Liturgy, stipends and drugs: General 
Synod gets down to some real issues 


My thanks to all those who elected me to 
General Synod in June. Having received a 
‘plan’ of the election I feel I now under- 
stand the single transferable 
vote well! 

I was pleased to find con- 
siderable ‘liturgical business’ on the 
agenda of my first meeting in York - some- 
thing of interest and concern to us all. 
Material for use at family and all-age ser- 
vices was passed to the House of Bishops. 
Draft forms of healing services, ministry 
to the sick and prayers for protection and 
deliverance were returned for further revi- 
sion. The Series 1 marriage and burial 
services were authorised for a further five 
years, and many Oxford representatives 
backed Canon Christopher Hall’s petition 
to extend the period of authorisation of 
the ASB ‘to ensure the content of Common 
Worship commands wide acceptance’. 

Vital discussions were rushed 

It seemed we rushed through debates on 
the new marriage rite, the order for Holy 
Communion, the eucharistic prayers and 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Synod consistently 
voting for closure while there remained 
peopl^ wishing to speak: should we be 
tackling such vital business in this way? 

Legislative Business initiated a review 
of the state’s involvement in church affairs 
through the constitution and methods of 
the Crown Appointments Commission. 
Steps were taken to transfer responsibility 
for parochial fees (which in 1997/8 con- 
tributed £13.5 million towards clergy 
stipends) and the Central Stipends 
Authority, from the Church 
Commissioners to the Archbishop’s 
Council. The Church Commissioners* 
Annual Report was debated: in 1997 the 
Commissioners* support of the Church 
amounted to £131 million - how privi- 
leged we are in the C of E. 


Those who complain about the necessi- 
ty for faculties, would have been surprised 
to find various places of worship, among 
them church buildings 
shared with other denomina- 
tions, wishing to opt into the 
faculty jurisdiction system. Secular legisla- 
tion can fail to recognise that such 
buildings are living places for worship and 
mission. 

A presentation for the end of the 
Ecumenical Decade: Churches in Solidarity 
with Women, included a sample from t;he 
Clothesline Project - a display of T-shirts 
representing women who have died, been 
physically or psychologically abused 
and/or sexually assaulted as children or 
adults. A debate on the Misuse of Drugs 
welcomed contributions from three young 
adult observers: one pointed out that 
thousands more people die from the 
effects of alcohol and tobacco than from 
drugs but this does not alarm people the 
way heroin does. He said that most of his 
friends take recreational drugs but they 
are not addicts any more than those who 
have a pint in the evening are alcoholics. 

Against tobacco advertising 

The Synod sought to do something on the 
tobacco front through overwhelming sup- 
port for the Revd Christopher Hall’s 
motion calling on the Government to 
implement the EU Directive banning 
tobacco advertising, sponsorship and pro- 
motion, and deploring the imposition of a 
tobacco monoculture in the Third World 
which makes farmers dependent on one 
crop. Haying wondered in the past how 
much difference advertising really makes, 
I was interested to hear about excellent 
results since bans were imposed by Finland 
and the States of Guernsey. 

Penny Keens is the lay chairman of the Milton 
Keynes Deanery Synod. 


by Penny Keens 



ONE WORLD WEEK 18-25 OCTOBER 1998 


‘Where did all that come from Y is the key 
question behind the Guildford Diocese’s 
Tread Lightly programme. In One World 
Week, parish groups are encouraged to 
probe answers to that question - first 
about their church, church hall, churchyard 
and what is in them - then to ask it about 
their home and its contents - not starting 
in the kitchen. At Christmas the question 
can be asked of seasonal fare and presents. 
All the answers link to the gifts brought 
from the East at Epiphany. The answers 
define the Shape of the Landscapes people 
inhabit but do not see. 

Worship ideas 

‘For the beauty of the earth’ is the theme of 
a OWW All Age Worship, using symbols of 
the different kinds of natural landscapes, 
contrasted with manufactured products 
symbolic of human impact on the earth. 
Other ingredients for the 
worship are suggested in 
the OWW / 998 Action 
Guide (£5) together with 
twelve A4 photos and 
captions, and a wealth of 
ideas for the Week. 

Further ideas are in the 
Ecumenical Worship 
Anthology (£ I ). 

Each October the Week 
of Prayer for World Peace precedes One 
World Week. One parish used a map of the 
world with coloured threads linking it to 
friends and relatives in other countries; 
another parish had a similar idea, inviting 
members to write the names of contacts 
on Post-It Notes to put on the map - an 
opportunity to share stories and inform a 
web of prayer 

All Faiths for One World 

Too many of the conflicts in the world are 
fuelled by religious differences. OWW is an 
opportunity to build understanding with 
people of other faiths. Bishop Dominic is 
sharing in the Reading Inter-Faith Group’s 
event on October 1 8 at 3.00pm. The 
Oxford Round Table of Religions plans to 


build on the success of last year’s sympo- 
sium on approaches to the environment 
Aylesbury plans to rattle the Chains of 
Debt on Sunday October 1 8, hosting the 
Jubilee 2000 Roadshow; Abingdon plans a 
Debt Day in the Guildhall on October 24. 
OWW provides an opportunity to add to 
the two million signatures on the Jubilee 
2000 petition with stalls and stunts in towns 
and shopping centres. 

Key Questions 

Housing, transport and genetically-modified 
seeds shape the landscapes for future gen- 
erations. OWW provides a focus for a local 
forum on such issues. Should a family 
farmer accept an attractive package from 
the landlord to surrender his home and 
buildings to make room for a housing devel- 
opment? What needs to be done to cut 
down the perceived need to drive children 
to and from school? Should agrichemical 
firms be allowed to monopolise the pro- 
duction of seeds by introducing a 
terminator gene to enable them to sell 
seeds which will not germinate if replanted? 

Power to the Parish 

Photo-voltaic cells harness light to make 
electricity. A church in Switzerland has a 
spire clad in PV cells. Such cells are now 
made to look like tiles. When will a parish 
church in Britain be the 
first to clad its south-fac- 
ing roof in PV cells to 
generate its own electrici- 
ty, and provide real power 
for its local community . . . 
and gain the agreement of 
the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee to do so? A 
powerful reshaping of the 
landscape for the needs 
of the new millennium ! 

The Key to the DAWG 

One World Week is 20 years old this year. It 
touches millions of people each year In 
recognition of its influence, Tany Alexander, 
its longest-serving officer has been invited 
to serve on the Government’s 
Development Awareness Working Group - 
the group promised in the White Paper 
Eliminating World Poverty.A Challenge for 
the 2 1 st Century. It holds its Midlands 
regional hearing in Birmingham on 
September 9. 

Contact: One World Week, PO Box2555, 
Reading RGI 4XW - 01 18 939 4933; or 
Christian Concern for One World - 0 1 869 
338225. 


‘One World Week is your chance 
to help shape the global land- 
scape - to work for justice, peace 
and respect for the earth. Join 
us this year by organising an 
event in your place of work or 
worship, school or college to: 
celebrate, educate, act on issues 
you care about. Everyone is wel- 
come - everyone is needed’. 



are now available to those who prefer to 
invest with a clear conscience. 

But which ethical fund to use? 

For independent advice given in a 
friendly, honest & caring manner, 

(without obi igcition) 

write, phone or fax 


Derek. Vivian 

Independent Specialist Adviser on Ethical Investments 



WOODSTOCK 

Eirvr^^rsrczriv^E services 


53 Whyteleafe Hill, Whyteleafe, Surrey CR3 OAJ 
Tel/Fax (0181) 763 17 17 

< A Member of IFA Network Limited which is regulated hy the Personal Investment Authority) 


Subscribe to 

resur g ence 

and get 3 free back issues 

You'll enjoy it! 

"The spiritual and artistic flagship 
of the Green Movement." 

The Guardian 

"The dialogue found in Resurgence 
is the healthiest form of 
communication we can hope for. " 

Anita Roddick 

Ecology • L.E.T.S. • Organic Movement • Sustainability 

Art and Culture • Book Reviews • and more . . . 

— — - - §■€ 

Name 

Address 


I enclose □ £20 (standard rate) orO £16 (unemployed, low 
income, student, senior citizen). □ Cheque □ Visa □ Mastercard 

Card No Expiry Date 

Resurgence, FREEPOST, PY914, Bodmin, Cornwall 
Tel: 01208 841824 

E-mail: ed@resurge.demon.co.uk Website: http://www.gn.apc.0r9/resurgence 



1 4 . advertising feature to advertise ring.0 1 865 254506 


THE DOOR SEPTEMBER 1998 


EMMAUS 

BIBI K SCHOOL I’.k. 


years distributing correspondence courses. 

For Group and Individual study. Our wide experience 
has stood the test of time. Courses suitable for all 
ages. Send for further details today and start on the 
Emmaus Road. 


C.irli-U IlmiU x .ml. E. iNilhim. N\ irral. Mi i si xsidi l.t>2 Sit/, 
li l. 0151 327 1172 K:i\. 0151 327 15‘*2 



The BaMItas Guardianship Service 

W: 


'hen a 

child 
attends 
school far from 

home, parents 

naturally seek 



THE ABBEY 
SCHOOL, READING 

OPEN EVENINGS 1 



SENIOR DEPARTMENT 

Girls aged 10-18 years - Thursday, 8th October, 1998, 6.00pm-8.30pm 
at The Abbey School, Kendrick Road, Reading 

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 

Girls aged 4-9 years • Thursday, 22nd October, 1998, 6.00pm-8.30pm 
at The Abbey Junior School, Christchurch Road, Reading 

PARENTS AND PROSPECTIVE PUPILS MOST WELCOME 

Enquiries and applications welcome for entrance in September 1999 
PLEASE TELEPHONE 0118 987 2256 FOR DETAILS 

The Abbey School is a registered charil y and exists to educate academically able girls. Registered Charity No. 309115 


reassurance that 
their son or daughter 
will be happy and 
well-cared for at all 
times. 

Good boarding 
schools provide ex- 
cellent standards of 
care while the child is 
in school and insist 
that each pupil whose 
parents live overseas 
has a guardian living 
near the school with 


whom the child can 
stay during half-term 
holidays or weekend 
breaks. 

Sometimes parents 
may have a friend or 
relative happy to help, 
but for those with no 
suitable contacts 
Gabbitas can take care 
of all such 
arrangements. We un- 
derstand how im- 
portant it is for a child 
to feel happy and 


secure while living in 
the UK. Our 
Guardianship service, 
established for nearly 
twenty years, is 
unequalled in its 
personal care and the 
complete range of 
services it offers. 

We carefully select a 
family who will take a 
genuine interest in 
your child and provide 
a safe, welcoming and 
comfortable home for 


Day Prep and Choir School 

with new co-ed pre-prep dept for 4+ to 7 
opening September 1 998 

• Boys’ Prep 7-13 Years old; co-ed pre-Prep 4+ to 7 

• Choristers board and join St Paul’s Cathedral Choir . 

• Prepared for Scholarship and Common Entrance exams 

• Excellent musical instrument tuition 

• Interviews/tests in year before entry 

• Chorister voice trials (6+ to 8) 1 0 Oct 1 998 

For prospectus and viewing please contact 
the Headmaster, Mr Stephen Sides 



School Sig ns 

• Welcome Signs • Post Signs • Mission Statements 
• Cut Out Badges • Multi-Lingual • Playground 
Murals • Design and Installation service nationwide 


Contact us today for a copy of our colour brochure 

SIGNS & SIGNWRITING 

Unit 2, 57 Wharf Road, Tyseley, Birmingham B1 1 2DX 
Tel. 0121 707 6747 Fax. 0121 707 41 15 


4 ^ 4 - St haul’s Cathedral School 

i C ATHF or ai , 

school New change. London EC4M 9AD- Tel: 0171-248 5156. Fax: 0171-329 6568 


HARRIS MANCHESTER 
COLLEGE 

MATURE 

STUDENTS 

OPEN 

DAY 

Tuesday 22 September 

Harris Manchester College is 
part of the University of 
Oxford, and is dedicated to 
offering opportunities for 
students aged 25 and over to 
read for Oxford degrees. 
Come to our Open Day and 
see what we could do for you. 
For further information, 
write to 

Harris Manchester College 
Mansfield Road, 
Oxford OX1 3TD 
or telephone 01865 271006 or 
e-mail to 

hmcinfo@sable.ox.ac.uk. 
Find us at: 

http://www.hmc.ox.ac.uk 



READING SCHOOL 

Grant-maintained selective boys' Grammar School 

Applications for September 1999 

for entry at 11+, 13+ and 16+ 

Closing dates for applications:- 1 1+ day places 14th November 1998 

1 1+ boarding places 5th January 1999 

13 + boarding and day places 5th January 1999 

Applications for entry into the Sixth Form (16+) will be welcomed at any time. 

Open Days (structured) at 4.15pm - Tuesday 22, Wednesday 23 and Thursday 24 September 
(Prospectus and application forms will be available on these Open Days) 

For further information telephone 0118 9353261 or write to 

The Admissions Secretary, Reading School, Erleigh Road, Reading RG1 5LW 

(As a grant-maintained school, Reading School has charitable status for the provision of education) 



BISHOP GROSSETESTE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

Study Theology and Management together in the UK’s first 
MBA IN CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Part-time over 2 years, validated by the University of Hull. 

Details from: Melanie Hasnip-Norton, MBA Course Secretary. 
Bishop Grosseteste University College, Lincoln, LN1 3DY. 
Telephone: 01522 527347 or Fax: 01522 530243 

Closing date for applications: Friday 18 September 1998. 

The course begins January 1999. 


What sort of texts make up the Bible? 
How has the Christian expression of faith developed? 
What has shaped the liturgy - an#fl^jflf|jpbe different? 

How do Christians relate % other faiths? 
What did the church ao in the past? 
Can anyone else really know how you feel? 
Is there a morality for everyone, whatever t heir belief? 



Your questions! 

A degree at Heythrop can help vou ja pl q i a Ahem in a setting where faith 
is taken seriously - seriously enougnJp cOhallenged - seriously enough 
to have its expressions questioned. B m 

Theology and Philosophy degrees at Heythrop - from BAs to PhDs 

(Full Time and Part Time including some evening courses for MAs) 

For more information about this friendly specialist College on a campus 
in Kensington, contact: 

The Academic Registrar, 

Heythrop College, University of London, Kensington Square, 
London W8 5HQ 

Tel: 0171 795 6600 FAX: 0171 795 4200 

Registered Charity No: 312923. Email: a.clarkson@heythrop.ac.uk 



periods away from 
school and on those 
occasions when a stay 
is needed at the 
beginning or end of 
term when flights and 
school dates do not 
precisely coincide. 
Every potential family 
is visited at home by a 
senior member of our 
department, and their 
background carefully 
checked and 

references taken up 
before a child is placed 
with them. Families 
are chosen with 
extreme care to ensure 
that your child feels at 
home in their company 
and is able to share 


interests and 

achievements. A 
guardian family can 
never, of course, 
replace a childs own 
family, but together 
with Gabbitas, it 

provides a vital link 
between the school, 
your child and you. We 
know from experience 
that long-lasting 
friendships are often 
established, continuing 
even after a child has 
left school and 

returned home. 

Our experienced 
staff get to know each 
child individually and 
take care of all 

Continued on next page 


MEDIA TRAINING 
COURSES 

Are you involved in local radio or television, 
parish magazines, public speaking or PR for 
your local church?* 

Polish your skills: 

fmJLmrn present the Church 

r I / and church people in the best 
VAX possible light. 

THE CHURCH Some P |aces stil1 
OF ENGLAND available in 1998 

New 1999 Media Training Programme 
available September. 

For details, please contact Liz Knowles (D/H) 
at The Communication Unit, 

Church House, Great Smith Street, 

London SW1P3NZ v 

Telephone: 0171 222 9011 
Fax: 0171 222 6672 


QUEEN'S COLLEGE BIRMINGHAM 

THE ECUMENICAL FOUNDATION 
FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PART TIME, 
IN SERVICE STUDY LEADING TO 
B.A. (Honours) 

- University of Birmingham degrees 

- Designed in integrate study and practice 

- Taught ecumenically 

Prior experience and qualification taken into account:- 
e.g. those who have completed a two year initial 
ministerial training can proceed to the B.A. (with 
Honours) by two years of part time study; those with 
the equivalent of a theology degree can proceed to 
Postgraduate Diploma or M.A. in two years. 

For full details, please apply to' Admission Tutor at 
Queen's College, Somerset Road, 
Birmingham B15 2QH 
Tel: 0121 454 1527 Fax 0121 454 8171 
e-mail Queens_CoUege@compuserve.com 


Enjoy your course 
at Moulton College 

Full and part time 
courses in: 


0 
27 

1 

e 

CTQ 

cr 

GO 


Agriculture Water Management 

Horticulture Countryside Management 

Carpentry Small Animal Care 

Brickwork Engineering - Heavy Vehicle 

Arboriculture Building Trades 

Equestrian Furniture and Crafts 

Plumbing Construction Professions 

Floristry Special Education Needs 

Transport available from many areas 

For further details contact: 

The Student Services Manager, 
Moulton College, Moulton, 
Northampton NN3 7RR 
Telephone: 01604 491131 Fax: 01604 491127 
A Charity Providing Edi cation al Services to the Community 
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The case for the 
redemption of 
animals 

ANIMALS ON THE AGENDA edited by Andrew Linzey 
and Dorothy Yamamoto. (SCM Press, £15.00) 

Desmond Tutu was delighted to be described as 
an African primate - and I don’t suppose that 
Professor Andrew Linzey minds being described 
as an animal theologian. He is Senior Research 
Fellow at Mansfield College, Oxford and in this 
book which he has edited with Dorothy 
Yamamoto, he has provided valuable theological 
and historical introductions to the various sec- 
tions. 

This book is* a comprehensive collection of stud- 
ies by 20 different scholars and it is divided into 
four parts. The first part looks at the biblical 
picture - the meaning of animal sacrifice, the 
New Testament doctrine of creation and Jesus’ 
teaching and practice regarding animals. The 
second part looks at tradition, examining the 
writings of the Fathers, Aquinas and Luther. 

Part three plunges into deep theological waters 
with disputed questions about nature and provi- 
dence, the fall and predation, Christ’s love for 
creation and redemption. It raises fundamental 
questions about whether animals are part of fall- 
en creation. Do animals have souls? Did Jesus 
redeem and reconcile the whole of creation or 
only humankind? 

The fourth part raises questions not of animal 
rights, but of human obligations in our treat- 
ment of animals and how theologians - 
Evangelical, Anglican and Catholic - are address- 
ing the issue. In the light of experiments on 
animals, intensive farming and genetic engi- 
neering, the treatment of animals should be of 
concern to Christians. 

This book brings together in very readable form, 
some stimulating theological insights and raises 
important questions about God’s activity and 
our relationship with those with whom we share 
this planet. It would make an interesting study 
book for a house group who are prepared to do 
some real theology. 

+ Dominic Walker OGS 

The Bishop of Reading 


Making the Most of the Millennium 
This new CPAS publication (£8.50) contains 
all the excellent suggestions made so far for 
a true keeping of the Millennium, says 
Canon Derek Palmer, Millennium co-ordi- 
nator for the Diocese of Oxford. 


Discipline and peace in 
Anglican communities 

ANGLICAN RELIGIOUS 
COMMUNITIES YEAR 
BOOK 1 999, edited at 
Hilfield Friary in 
Dorchester, Dorset, 
with a foreword by the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr George 
Carey, and drawings by 
Sr Anna Huston SSM. 
(The Canterbury Press 
Norwich, £4.99.) 

There is something 
very appealing about 
the idea of stealing 
away to a place where 
peace reigns and 
where one can get re- 
acquainted with God. 
The Anglican Religious 
Communities Year Book 
will be an inspiration 
to those who need an update on facilities offered by their 
local Anglican communities, and will be a revelation to 
those who did not realise just how many Anglican com- 
munities, for men and women, there are in this country. 
The book also includes a section on Anglican communi- 
ties abroad including some in Australia, Canada, and for 
the more adventurous traveller, in places like Korea, 
Lesotho, Haiti and Sri Lanka. 

Some of the communities offer meeting and conference 
facilities, others just a room for the night. But whatever it 
is you are looking for, this book is a valuable resource and 
source of inspiration. It will also be useful for those con- 
sidering this way of life as a vocation. The book includes 
essays on ‘Solitude and Community’ by Brother Ramon 
SSF, a well-known hermit 
who also writes for the Bible 
Reading Fellowship’s daily 
Bible reading notes, New 
Daylight; and a chapter on 
vocation by Sister Teresa 
Mary of the Society of the 
Sisters of Bethany in 
Hampshire. 

Venetia Horton 


Secrets of vicarage life 

MARRIED TO THE MINISTRY by Sarah Meyrick 
(Triangle, £5.99.) 

Sarah Meyrick, a vicar’s wife, wrote this book 
because she believes that there is considerable 
interest in vicarage families, as the popularity of 
Susan Howatch and Joanna Trollope suggests. 
Her second reason for writing is that social 
changes mean that the vicar’s wife is no longer 
always able or expected to share in the duties of 
parish ministry. 

The book highlights evidence of distress among 
clergy families who feel exposed to scrutiny and 
comment from the parish in every aspect of their 
lives. Sarah Meyrick recalls the misery she suf- 
fered for a while when her husband’s ordination 
turned her world upsidedown. 

Parish expectations of a clergy family; wives 
with paid employment; the marriage; the family; 
Christian belief; living in a vicarage; the stipend, 
and availability of support when difficulties 
arise, are some of the aspects dealt with here. 
There is also reference to that new species ‘the 
vicar’s husband’, of whom she found few expecta- 
tions in the Church. 

While researching her book, Sarah Meyrick 
sent about 50 questionnaires to Anglican clergy 
wives, and to a few wives of Methodist ministers. 
The replies revealed that the typical vicar’s wife, 
(as described on page nine of the book) does not 
exist. There was no unanimous response to any 
question, apart from a general feeling that clergy 
children were more exposed to comment about 
their behaviour and their piety than any other 
group. However, one response that put all this 
into perspective came from a parent who said: ‘I 
remember that I’m not responsible to other peo- 
ple’s expectations, but only to God*. 

It was interesting that the American wife of an 
incumbent expressed grave dissatisfaction at the 
pastoral care clergy families receive in England, 
compared with her own country. Anyone reading 
this book will find some intriguing pictures of 
vicarage life, such as the topless sunbathing wife, 
and the wife who bemoans having to forgo risque 
parties due to her husband’s holy calling. 

On a personal level, I dislike the title because 
marriage is always to a person - not to a job. 

Virginia Coulson 

Virginia Coulson is married to Tony who spent 37 of his 40 
years in the ministry serving this Diocese. 




Local author delves into one thousand years of history at Denham church 


ONETHOUSAND YEARS OF A VILLAGE CHURCH by Hazel 
Harries (The Pentland Press £7.50.) 

Through careful scholarship and a sense of history, 
Hazel Harries has produced a valuable history of her 
village church, St Mary the Virgin in Denham, 
Buckinghamshire. She not only knows and loves the 


place but she has been careful to distinguish between 
fact and supposition when researching its past. There 
is something for everybody in this book, and the line 
drawings by Rosemary Temple are delightful. 

Hugh Stewart 

A retired film producer and churchwarden , Hugh Stewart lives in Denham. 


Advertising feature from previous page 
arrangements between 
parents, school and the 
guardian family. 

Our full service 
includes: 

• selection of a suitable 
guardian family 


• meeting your child 
on arrival in the UK 
and escorting him or 
her to and from school 
at the beginning and 
end of term 

• purchase of school 

uniform and 


equipment 

• travel arrangements, 
including tickets and 
escorts 

• passport and visa 
formalities 

• liaison with the 
school and guardian 


family to monitor 
academic progress and 
general welfare. 

• assistance with 
educational planning, 
including choice of 
schools, holiday 
courses, English 
language tuition prior 
to starting school in 
the UK, sixth form 
options and university 
entry 

• attending parent- 
teacher meetings and 
school events 

• supervision of 
financial arrangements 
on behalf of parents, 
including payment of 
fees and expenses 

• arrangements for 
payment of extras such 
as clothes, birthday 
presents and school 
trips 

• arrangements for 
personal and medical 
insurance 

Gabbitas is happy to 
provide the full service 
or to discuss with 
parents individual 
programmes covering 
those elements they 
require. 


Could you offer a home-from-home? 
We are urgently looking for Guardians 

For almost two decades, education experts Gabbitas have been providing 
high quality guardianship services for overseas students from 8 to 18 years 
of age attending boarding schools in the UK. We are currently looking for 
some local families who would be able to take an overseas student who is 
at school here and a long way from home. 

Are you the sort of people who would gladly offer a home-from-home to 
an overseas student. Could you give support, encouragement and 
friendship? Would you enjoy attending school events featuring your 
student and liaising with school staff over arrangements for half-term and 
extra weekends? Most of all, are you and your family able to provide a safe 
and secure break from school and be flexible enough to become a second 
family to one of our students? 

To discuss the possibility of becoming a guardian, please phone Jill 
Shilcock, Head of Guardianship, or any member of her team during office 
hours. 

GABBITAS (Educational Consultants) 

126-130 Regent Street, London W1R 6EE 
Tel: 0171-734 0161/ Fax: 0171-437 1764 


EDWARD 
GREENE’S 

TUTORIAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
OXFORD 

Oxford’s oldest tutorial establishment. Individual 
tuition in all subjects at any level. A Levels and 
GCSE examinations of all boards. 

Holiday revision and resit courses 

Further information and a copy of the prospectus 
may be obtained from the Registrar 
45 Pembroke Street, Oxford OX1 IBP 
Telephone (01865) 248308 or 
Fax. (01865) 240700 
E-mail registrar @ ed ward-greene.ac . uk 
. Website : http ://w w w. ed ward-greene .ac.uk 
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North Foreland Lodge 



Telephone the school for an appointment to view 
and open day dates 

SATURDAY SEPT 27 9.30am • 12.30pm 

THE ROUTE TO SUCCESS FOR GIRLS 11 to 18 YEARS BatRDKG AMn).tt r 

SEE the School in action • TALK to the staff and girls 

• LOWER SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS (Age 11+, 12+ & 13+) 
•SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS 

• The school has language and cultural centres in Europe 

• Exciting after school and weekend activities 

• Strong sport with very good facilities 

• The pastoral care is excellent 

Join us for codec • allow ltyfc Hours (or (he full escorted school tour 
Close to Basingstoke and Reading on the A33 between the M3 and the M4 
For further information contact 

The Registrar, North Foreland Lodge, Shorfield-on-Loddon Hampshire RG27 OUT 
Tel: 01256 831300. Fax: 01256 831303 e.mallnllodge«rmplc.co.uk 
A registerd Charity No 307333 to provide education 


SIR ROGER 
MANWOOD'S SCHOOL 

Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JX 
GRANT MAINTAINED MIXED 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
11-18 (710 pupils) (6th Form 170 pupils) 

70 BOARDING PLACES FOR BOYS/GIRLS 
FULL BOARDING FEES £4,734 p.a. 

* Excellent A-level and GCSE results 

* 90% of students go to University 
• Safe and secure environment 

• Strong Extra-Curricular tradition 

• Excellent ratio of House-parents to boarders 
THIS IS A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL " 

(Ofsted) 

For information, please contact: 

Mrs Carol Joy 
Headmaster's Secretary 
Tel. (01304) 613286 Fax: (01304) 615336 
Charity No 307843 

A Charity that exists to provide education for children 
email: headsrms® rmplc.co.uk 
Internet: www/rmplc/co.uk/educat/sites/stms/index.html 



THE UNIVERSITY 
OF BIRMINGHAM 
School of 

Continuing Studies 


Certificate of 
Higher Education 
in Religious and 

Theological 
Studies 

If you want to develop 
your interest in religious 
issues into a formal qualification, possibly 
leading to a degree, then this programme is 
for you. 

We also offer: 
Post-experience Certificate in Counselling 
Certificate of High Education in Management Studies 
BA in Integrated Studies 

BPhil in Continuation Studies and a wide range of 
other subjects 

For further details please contact the 
Publicity Office on 0121 414 5607/7259 


Dean Close School 
Dean Close Junior 
School 

CHELTENHAM 

I.A.FS 2'/; - 13 H.M.C. 13 - 18 

Family atmosphere - individual care. 
Christian commitment. 

Superb teaching and sporting facilities. 


Established Pre-preparatory School. 


For further details, or to arrange a visit, please contact 


The Headmaster 
Dean Close Junior 
School 
Cheltenham 
Glos. GL51 6QS 


The Headmaster 
Dean Close School 
Cheltenham 
Glos. GL51 6HE 


C h e a m 


Hawtreys 


(Merged with Inhurst House Nursery and Preparatory Schools 
to co-locate at Headley April 1999) 

Headley, Newbury, Berkshire RG19 8LD 
IAPS Boys and Girls 7-13 
Boarding and Day 

Also Nursery and Preparatory School 

Traditional Values; 
Modern Thinking 
Education for the 21st Century 

Impressive facilities in 80 acres 
New science block 
Only 20 minutes from the M3 (J6) 
and M4 (J13) 

Convenient for Newbury, Basingstoke, 
Andover and North Hampshire 
Two Scholarships offered to children 
born between 1st September 1990 
and 31st August 1991 
Examination Spring 1999 
For more details or an appointment to visit 
please contact the Registrar 
Tel: 01635 268381 Fax: 01635 269345 

A registered charity providing traditional education 
No 290143 


1 Royal Holloway L 

■ University of London ^ 


L 

Starter Courses in 
Christian Theology 

A series of five-week courses introducing the 
main areas of Christian Theology 

♦♦♦ 

A chance to increase your knowledge, develop 
your understanding and become better 
equipped for Christian life and service 


A flexible system of study which can lead to 
The College Certificate in Theological Studies 

♦♦♦ 

For more information contact 
The Administrator (CTS), The Chaplaincy 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, Surrey TW20 OEX 
Tel. 01784 443950/443070 ♦ Fax. 01784 470196 


Theological and THING'S 

Religious London 

Education Founded 1829 

Courses for professional and personal 
development 

DMA in Theology and Education (full and part-time) 
for priests, teachers, chaplains and theological 
communicators. Subjects include Principles and Problems 
of Theological Education, Reason and Revelation, 
Multiculture and Multifaith. 

% MA in Religious Education (full and part-time) for 
teachers, in school and church. Subjects include RE 
Content & Curriculum, Psychological Understanding of 
the Child, Social Ethics. 

• MA in Youth Ministry (full and part-time) designed 
for all those interested in theological communication 
with young people in the context of popular culture. It 
will be of benefit to youth ministers, diocesan youth 
officers and University or College Chaplains. 

For further information and application details, contact: 
The Admissions Officer, School of Education, King's 
College London, Cornwall House, Waterloo Road, 
London SE1 8WA 

Tel. 0171-872 3170, Fax 0171-872 3182 
e-mail: lois.thorley@kcl.ac.uk 
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/education 

Promoting excellence in teaching, learning & research 
Equality of opfxyrtunity is College policy. 




To Advertise 
Telephone: 
David Holden on: 

01865 254515 


Dean Close School 


Cheltenham 


D EAN Close School 
is situated on the 
outskirts of Chelt- 
enham and is one of the 
oldest established co- 
education independent 
senior schools in Glou- 
cestershire. 

Founded in 1886 in memory 
of Francis Close, Dean of 
Carlisle, the aims of its 
Christian Founders are still 
I regarded as fundamental today 
where emphasis is placed on 
personal faith, mutual respect, 
service, integrity and 
friendship. 

' Worship is central to school 
’life and there are many 
voluntary Christian activities. 
There is a full-time Chaplain 
who takes all Chapel services, a 
large Christian Union and every 



House has its own Bible Study 
group. An automatic clergy 
Bursary exists for children of 
the clergy or full-time 
missionaries. 

The school houses an even 
balance of girls and boys 
between the ages of 2 l /2 and 18. 
The curriculum expects all 
Dean Close scholars to achieve 
good passes at GCSE and A 


level. Last year was no 
exception where no one failed 
Maths GCSE and there was an 
overall pass rate well over 90 
percent. At A level Dean Close 
achieved 10Q percent pass rate, 
half of all grades being A or B. 
These standards account for the 
98 percent of scholars who 
obtain a university place each 
year. 


Kingswood School 


T hroughout 1998 Kingswood is 
celebrating its 250th anniversary. 
Founded by John Wesley in 1748 the 
• school moved to its present 218 acre site 
overlooking Georgian Bath in 1851. The 
Kingswood Preparatory School was built in 
1995 to an award winning design in its own 
area of the grounds. 

Kingswood has a reputation for being a happy and a 
• caring school community catering for girls and boys 
I from 3-18. A combination of a wide choice of academic 
1 subjects, large selection of extra-curricular activities 
and supportive pastoral care highlights the Kingswood 
| philosophy: all pupils are encouraged to reach their 
. fullest potential and achieve their best in every way in 
, an atmosphere of enthusiasm, enjoyment, security and 
respect for other pupils. 

The future development of the School is high on the 
agenda in this special year. The amalgamation of its two 
prep schools on the Bath site presents an opportunity to 
build upon the success of Kingswood. Numbers have 
’ steadily risen in recent years and are now at an all time 
I high. A programme of investment has been initiated to 
develop the Prep School which will be for both boarders 
and day pupils. A new boarding house facility, set in its 
own grounds close to the preparatory school, provides a 
"family-based" unit for boarders aged 7-11 with resident 
Houseparents, who also teach, caring for the children. 
Developments will also see a new Junior area of the 
senior school together with significant improvements to 
senior boarding houses. This will not only provide 
improved facilities for all students but ensure that 
boarding remains a very important feature of the life of 
Kingswood, thus continuing the school's current high 
level of success and the unique opportunities it offers to 


both its day and boarding pupils. 

When John Wesley founded Kingswood in June 
1748, he recognised an educational need. Now in 1998, 
while celebrating 250 years of past achievements, this 
new development will ensure that Kingswood can move 
forward, stronger than ever before, to meet the 
educational needs of the 21st century. 


UniS 



University of Surrey 

Centre for Continuing Education 



£&t. Hatorence College 

Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7AE 


3-13 years 

Junior School (IAPS) 

Boys and Girls 


11-18 years 
Senior School (HMC) 

Day and Boarding 

A Church of England Foundation 1879 



BURSARIES OF 30% FOR CHILDREN 
OF CLERGY AND MISSIONARIES 

* High Examination Pass Rate to University 
• Strong Christian Ethos 

• Close Pastoral Care 

• Excellent Facilities 

For more information, please contact: 
Tel: (01843) 592680 Fax: (01843) 851123 

St Lawrence College exists to provide education for children 
Charity number 307 921 


Part-time 

Degree Level Courses 
in Religious Studies 

♦ No formal entry requirements 

♦ Transferable credits 

♦ Price guide: £55 per 10-credit module 


For a brochure or advice 
« 01483-259750, Fax 01483-259522 
e-mail: R.Burtt@surrey.ac.uk 

Promoting Excellence in Teaching and Research 


When you study at 

Plater College 

you get a Grant 
NOT a LOAN! 


Yes, it's true!!! 


To study at Plater College you need little or 
nothing in the way of formal qualifications 


Yes, it's true!!! 


The grant covers full-board accommodation at 
the College as well as all educational costs. 
You have to be over 20 - there is no upper limit. 
Few Plater College students did very well at 
school - that is what the College exists for - to 
provide adults with a second chance to complete 
their education. 


Courses: Theology, Law, Social Studies, 
Social Administration, Pastoral Studies 


Places still available to start in October 1998 


To find out more information, telephone: 

J 01865 740506. Now! 

or write to Plater College, Pullens Lane, Oxford 

OX3 0DY England Registered Charity No 309719 
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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION? 

[NGHAM HILL is a thriving independent 11-18 boarding and day school for 230 pupils set in a tranquil 
nety-acre parkland site in the heart of the Cotswolds. Kingham Hill is a school with a clear Christian com- 
itment, but one which is host to students from all the major world faiths. In this article, Headmaster 
ichael Payne shares some thoughts and findings from a series of conferences the school has recently 
►sted on the theme: What is Christian Education? 


Taunton's I irst / nde pendent Sc Inn* I 


lat exactly do we 
an by Christian 
jeation? What are 
essential character- 
ics of Christian 
lools? What innova- 
e and effective 
ategies are currently 
ing used to improve 
iristian education in 
issrooms? How 
es pastoral support 
a Christian school 
Ter from secular 
ucational establish- 
es? These are just 
me of the questions 
ngham Hill School 
s been exploring 
er the last 12 
Dnths as it has 
ught to formulate its 
ission and vision for 
2 21st century. May 
share some of our 
aughts and findings, 
it as someone who 
aims to have discov- 
ed 'the way', but as a 
llow traveller 
ploring the road? 
hat is a Christian 
:hool? Clearly, an 


essential characteristic 
is an insistence on the 
need to love thy neigh- 
bour. This involves 
encouraging students 
to be thoughtful, 
reflective young peo- 
ple who appreciate 
and value the needs of 
others - even if that 
other pupil is a very 
different and very dif- 
ficult person! 

Yet in this essential, a 
Christian school is no 
different in intent than 
a secular or Muslim 
school. We all share 
the same noble ambi- 
tion of fostering 
reflective other 
regarding behaviour. 
What sets a Christian 
school apart, is its 
identification with the 
person of Christ and 
the Christian story. 
Christian schools will 
seek to encourage 
pupils to see them- 
selves and others as 
made in the image of 
God, loved by God, 


f Kingham Hill 

School 

Co-educational 11-18 
Boarding & Day 

Kingham 0X7 6TH 
Tel: 01608 658999 

ranquil Set in a tranquil ninety-acre parkland 

site in the heart of the Cotswolds, 5 
miles from Chipping Norton, 

Kingham Hill is a thriving boarding 
and day school for just 230 pupils. 

aring High expectations and effective 

teaching mean children flourish within 
a supportive, confidence building, 
environment. 

ncouraging Parents choose Kingham Hill because 
our excellent facilities and extensive 
extra-curricular activities encourage 
each individual to fulfil his or her 
potential. 

For details ring 01608 658999 

www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 
► a school with a clear 
Christian commitment 

Reg Charity No. 3 1 0031 




8LEY 
►LLEGE 
BRISTOL 

Evening and daytime courses for all 

B.A. and M.A. Programmes 

Ecumenical partnerships to promote study 

and training in the region 

Training in Collaborative ministry and 

leadership 

Extensive theology Library 
Purpose-built and well-equipped teaching 
facilities 

District Resource Centre for worship, 
house groups etc. 

Venue for quiet days, study days, 
weekend conferences. 

Large worship area and small chapel 
Attractive grounds bordered by woodland. 
For more information, contact: 

The Academic Registrar 
Wesley College, College Park Drive, 
Henbury Road, Bristol BS10 7QD 
Tel: 0117 950 1608 Fax: 0117 950 1277 


and endowed with 
equal dignity and the 
right to respect. There 
will be a conscious 
effort to stress that 
there is point and pur- 
pose to life; that each 
individual is created to 
have a special rela- 
tionship with a loving 
personal Creator; that 
we are each called to 
contribute something 
to this world that no 
one else can. 

Christian schools have 
a responsibility to pass 
on these certainties to 
all their pupils 
whether or not they 
are of our Faith, 
another faith or indeed 
possessing no faith at 
all. In our post modem 
world which rejects 
objective truth and 
offers in its place indi- 
vidual interpretation 
about what is real or 
true, this is a duty 
which calls for 
immense imagination 
and flexibility. 

Pluralism may be the 
celebrated catchword 
of our culture but 
where there is no 
approval for one pat- 
tern of belief, and 
diversity is celebrated, 
a school seeking to 
proclaim a clear 
Christian commitment 
can begin to lose its 
nerve. 

Clearly, church 
schools - and indepen- 
dent schools if they so 
wish - can declare 
themselves to be 
Christian, but the 
majority of main- 
tained schools simply 
do not have this free- 
dom, because they 
serve the whole com- 
munity. 

What options do inde- 
pendent schools have? 
Such a school could 
become exclusive, 
only admitting chil- 
dren from like minded 
families; or inclusive 


admitting any pupils 
who wish to avail 
themselves of such a 
school. Whatever the 
model, a clear unam- 
biguous statement of 
aims and objectives, 
enshrined in a Mission 
Statement, will leave 
little room for doubt in 
the minds of prospec- 
tive parents, pupils 
governors and staff. 
The ability of a school 
to deliver its Mission 
Statement is greatly 
enhanced where the 
head teacher, senior 
management team and 
other stakeholders 
share in the value sys- 
tem of the school. 
However, should the 
Headteacher insist that 
all teachers are prac- 
tising Christians? It 
would be clearly inap- 
propriate to appoint 
someone who is hos- 
tile to the ethos of the 
school, but sometimes 
the best applicant may 
be only a nominal 
Christian. Do you 
appoint the best 
teacher or the most 
committed Christian? 
I think this depends 
upon the proportion of 
Christians on the staff. 
To be a Christian 
school delivering a 
second-rate education 
is not an option I 
would choose. 

What about specialist 
RE lessons? Our expe- 
rience is that it is bet- 
ter to use scarce cur- 
riculum time to give a 
thorough grounding in 
Christianity, rather 
than presenting chil- 
dren with a cocktail 
party acquaintance 
with the central tenets 
of other world faiths. 
Many children have 
never even heard the 
basic Bible stories so 
there is much ground 
to cover. Not everyone 
can be right and there 
is an integrity in pro- 


JL TRINITY COLLEGE 

W CARMARTHEN 

An Associated College of the University of Wales 


Centre for Theology and Education 
MPhil and PhD by research 

The Centre for Theology and Education offer full-time and 
part-time post-graduate research opportunities leading to the 
degrees of MPhil and PhD of the University of Wales. 

Under the supervision of the Revd. Professor Leslie J Francis 
and the Revd Dr William K Kay, the Centre is developing a 
significant and distinctive school of research employing 
empirical techniques in areas of practical theology and 
religious education. Candidates are particularly ertcouraged 
who wish to contribute to this school. 

Current topics include work on clergy, personality and street, 
confirmation trends and parish growth, spirituality in the 
primary school, personality and religion, rural ministry, clergy 
formation, Pentecostal and Charismatic churches, women in 
ministry, the effectiveness of religious education, school 
workshop and church schools. 


For further information, contact: 

The Director, Centre for Theology and Education, 
Trinity College, Carmarthenshire, Dyfed SA31 3EP 
Phone: 01267 676804 Fax: 01267 676766 


Registered Charity 525786 

Providing Quality Higher Education in Wales 

A University Sector College 
52220 


claiming the unique- 
ness of Christ. At the 
same time, we have a 
duty of care to explore 
with pupils difficult 
areas such as the prob- 
lem of evil and the 
scandal of particulari- 
ty, in an open, honest 
engaging manner. 

For Christian schools, 
the daily act of wor- 
ship will be important 
but it is even more 
important that it is rel- 
evant, interesting and 
stimulating. If staff 
taking this see chapel 
as a chore, it certainly 
will not be uplifting 
for the pupils. 
Involving pupils in 
public acts of worship 
helps, as does our let- 
terbox outside the 
vestry which is well 
used for prayer 
requests - often anony- 
mous. 

Most schools offer 
voluntary clubs to 
enable pupils to follow 
up their interests in an 
informal and support- 
ive atmosphere. A 
Christian school 
should provide oppor- 
tunities to explore the 
spiritual. Here appro- 
priate external input 
can be highly effec- 
tive. We have found 
that inviting alterna- 
tive Christian role 
models such as 
sportspersons, actors, 
pop groups, etc to a 
lead whole 

school/year group 
activities, works par- 
ticular well - especial- 
ly when followed by a 
voluntary session for 
those who want to 
attend. 

We have also found it 
is important that chil- 
dren are enabled to 
serve others in a prac- 
tical way. Many 
Christian organisa- 
tions provide the 
opportunity for chil- 
dren to make/sell/col- 


lect/sponsor projects 
and so become active- 
ly involved. They 
enjoy a real challenge 
and in the last year 
pupils at the school 
have worked for 
Traidcraft and London 
City Mission and in 
addition, we have 
taken a party of chil- 
dren to help orphans in 
Romania. 

How does pastoral 
support in a Christian 
school differ from sec- 
ular educational estab- 
lishments? High stan- 
dards of care and 
behaviour are not the 
unique privilege of 
Christian schools, but 
schools like Kingham j 
Hill are able to offer | 
dedicated support of a 
Chaplaincy team. This 
means that someone 
committed to pastor- 
ing young people is i 
always on hand to lis- ' 
ten, advise and to offer 
prayer. 

That Kingham Hill is a 
school with a clear 
Christian commitment 
does not mean it is a 
sin free zone. The 
problems and difficul- 
ties encountered are 
no different from other 
schools. Part and par- 
cel of stewardship is 
carrying the burden of 
high expectations and 
I do finds myself con- 
fronted with the chal- 
lenge "call yourself a 
Christian school and 
yet . . . " yet having the 
opportunity to be an; 
overtly Christian I 
school made up of! 
those who do and do 
not share our Faith is a 
real privilege. By 
putting your head so 
clearly above the para- 
pet makes us an easy 
target for snipers, but 
if the good news is 
that important - and 
we believe it is - then 
this is a very small 
price to pay. 


1748 


M4 & M5 moton 
with a concern for t 



HNGSW00D SCHOOL 


Bath, Somerset 

250 yean of aperient* in education 

Kingswood School is a charitable trust pro- 
viding a first-class education. Situated on 
the north side of Bath within easy reach of 


lopment of each individuals talents. 

EDUCATIONAL CONTINUITY FOR BOYS & GIRLS 3-18 

FULL BOARDING, WEEKLY BOARDING & DAY PLACES 
with boarding now available from age 7 

SMALL CLASS SIZES WITH FULL PASTORAL SUPPORT 

EXTENSIVE EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES PROGRAMME 

EXCELLENT ACADEMIC RESULTS 

SCHOLARSHIPS & BURSARIES 

SUPERB FACILITIES IN 218 ACRES OF GROUNDS & PARKLAND 

Kingswood School 

Lansdown 
Bath BA1 5RG 
Tel: 01225 734200 


liege Road Lansdown 
Bath BA1 5SD 
Tel: 01225 310468 



Queens 


c o 

Independent co-educational boarding <& 
day school providing education to f A * levels 
A Methodist Foundation 

OPEN MORNING 

for Nursery, Pre-Prep, Junior 
& Senior Schools 

Saturday morning 
10 October 1998 

9.45 for 10 am in the Queen's Hall 

■ Come and meet the Headmaster 
and teaching staff 

■ Go on guided tours with pupils 

■ Learn about scholarship opportunities 


From September 1999 

I Entry to Senior School at 11+ yrs 
(Prep school entrants may join at 75+ yrs) 

I Nursery/Pre-Prep entry from 2Vi - 6+ yrs 
I Junior School entry from 7 - 10+ yrs 


Ring the Headmaster's Office for more information 
Queen's College, Trull Road, Taunton, 
Somerset TA1 4QS Tel 01823 272559 
Fax 01823 338430 Email queenscoll@aol.eom 

A registered charity established for the education of children 310208 





St Mary's School 

Wantage, Oxon 0X12 8BZ 
Tel: 01235 768323 
Fax: 01235 760467 

Girls' Independent C of E boarding and 
day school (for ages 11-18). 
Headmistress: 

Mrs S. Bodinham, BSc, AKC 

• Bursaries for Daughters of Anglican 
Clergy at all entry points 

• Scholarships at 13+ and Sixth Form 

• Acknowledged Excellence in Art 

• Leading IT Department 

• Flexible Sixth Form options 

• Dynamic Extra Curricular 
Programme 

• We take weekends seriously! 

Contact Mrs Barbara Wilsrin 

01235 768323 

St Mary’s School is a registered charity 
dedicated to education - number 309245 


RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 

A pathway to the MA in the Study of Religions 

An opportunity to study religious experience in depth from a 
number of perspectives, examining both the phenomenology 
of religious experience and explanations of it. 

This course is being taught jointly by University of Wales. 
Lampeter and the Religious Experience Research . Centre. 
Westminster College. Oxford (sponsored by the Alister Hardy 
Trust). Full-time, part-time and non-residential study. 

Contact: Jayne Chaplin, Postgraduate Officer, 
UNIVERSITY OF WALES, LAMPETER, 
CEREDIGION SA48 7ED 
Tel: 01570 424748 Fax: 01570 422840 

Email: pgofflee® Lampeter.ac.uk 


MA in CELTIC 
CHRISTIANITY 

University of Wales, Lampeter, offers this unique 
interdisciplinary course which examines all aspects of Celtic 
Christian civilisation from both an historical and contemporary 
perspective. Full-time, part-time and non-residential study. 

Write to: Dr Joy Roderick 

Department of Theology & Religious Studies. 
University of Wales , Lampeter, 
Ceredigion SA48 7 ED 
Tel 01570 424708 Fax: 01570 423641 
Email pg-office@lampeter.ac.uk 
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Sing praises in the park at Legoland 


For the second year running, Legoland 
at Windsor is hosting Praises in the 
Park, a Christian celebration for fam- 
ilies and church groups on Saturday 
September 19. 

Children will be looking forward to 
building an ark from Lego bricks and 
searching Miniland for clues in a 
European Church Trail. Meanwhile a 
party atmosphere will be provided by 


the London Community Gospel Choir looking for- 
and the Silver Streak Steel Orchestra, ward to 
Premier Christian Radio will broadcast seeing 
live from the Park all day and presen- Christian 
ter John Pantry will lead the worship. families and 
Last year at least 12,000 people were church 
in the Park for the day and 2,500 stayed groups come 
on to join in the evening service together for 
around the lake. Legoland’s marketing a day of fun 
manager Joanna Oswin says, ‘We are arid praises’. 


Trip of a lifetime for Sutton Courtenay youngsters 


A trip to Legoland was the latest in 
a series of sponsored Fun Days 
organised by the parish of Sutton 
Courtenay for local families who 
might otherwise not be able to 
afford such outings. Three bus- 
loads of excited children and their 
parents waved goodbye to Hugh 
Richards of Milton Park Industrial 
Estate (second left) and Nick 
Hance of the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority (second right) .Their two 
organisations sponsored the trip. 
‘This is the fifth event in the series 
and we look forward to them 
continuing/ said the Revd Leighton 
Thomas, Vicar of Sutton Courtenay 
(right) and PCC member, Rita 
Atkinson (left),who organised the 
outing. 



Tickets for Legoland 

Church groups of 15 
people or more: ring 
01753 626100. Tickets: 
adults £12; children £9; 
senior citizens £7. 
Individuals should ring 
the Legoland hotline: 
0990 04 04 04. Tickets 
cost: adults £16; chil- 
dren £13; senior 
citizens £10. 

See also below for tickets 
including coach transport. 


Diane is your host 
for the day 

For the second year run- 
ning, Diane-Louise 
Jordan is hosting Praises 
in the Park, writes Ben 
Midgley. Diane was the 
first black presenter of 
the much-loved chil- 
dren’s TV programme 
Blue Peter before going on 
to present BBC’s Songs of 
Praise. Besides TV, the- 
atre, film, advertising 
and charity work, she 
also has a new radio chat 
show beginning this 



Diane-Louise Jordan: her bubbly person- 
ality will keep everything rolling along 

Photo: Nick/ Johnston 

autumn called AH That Matters. Praises 
in the Park is an ideal day out for 
Christian families and church groups, 
especially those including children 
aged from 3-12. Individual or group 
tickets and return coach transport can 
be arranged through Taylors, a 
Hampshire-based coach company, on 
01962 760333. 

Ben Midgley is PR and Promotions Manager for 
Taylors of Sutton Scotney Ltd. 
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It’s a MAD 
world 

Make A Difference 
(MAD) - a night to 
remember - is com- 
ing soon. The event 
has been organised 
by the Diocesam 
Youth Advisor, 
Andrew Gear, who 
says Christian bands 
Shine, Bliss and Fruit 
will all be perform- 
ing. The keynote 
speaker will be Pete 
McCahon, Christian 
escapologist and illu- 
sionist. MAD will 
take place from 8pm 
on September 26, 
through the night, 
ending with a final 
act of worship at 7am 
on the Sunday morn- 
ing. MAD takes place 
at the Theale Green 
Community School 
near Reading. 


HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

Educational Guardians 

We need host families (preferably with children aged 9-18 years) living in 
this area to help with Guardianship arrangements for our overseas 
students studying at Independent Schools. Our students need caring families 
to welcome them as family guests during weekend exeats and half-terms 
and to help with travel to and from School. 

Generous remuneration. If you can help us, please telephone Christine 
Chambers for further information 01874 658623 - preferably 
between 9.30am and 4.30pm. 


Ta Fr. Raymond E. Brown, S.S. (RECORDED Feb. 98) 

“The Beginnings of The Church” 6 Audio Cassettes (£20 incl) 


$ 


A profound in-depth look at the early Christian community using as the main 
source The Acts of Apostles and also other New Testament writings and other 
early sources. ‘Inspirational recordings ‘ 'Informative and refreshing ‘ 

Tel/Fax: 01244 538393 Welcome Recordings for Immediate Dispatch 
Cheques payable to Welcome Recordings: 

< 6 Upper Aston Hall Lane, Deeside, Wales CH5 3EN 


Living Faith 
Bible Training Centre, 

Southport (non-denominational) 

Called Into Full-time Ministry?.. 

Hungry for more of God and His Word? 

First Term of this year's intake for our Two Year Course starts 
MONDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 
INTERESTED? 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact: 

Revds. David & Brenda Daw on tel: 01704 545007 
or write to us at: 

PO Box 171, Southport, Merseyside PR8 4GB 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

( 01271) 817093 



Denny Andi-en/s 


Comfortable clothes from India - handbtocked prints and 
ikat or khadi Weaves - and Welsh ufoot. 

Also attractive Indian bedspreads 
Send bOp in stamps 

CLOCK H 0 UCC WORKSHOP D&DP 
COLCCHILL, SWINDON & 6 7 HT 

01793-762476 


FOR SALE 

VW POLO CL 

Fully VAG serviced and MoT'd. 
Four new tyres. 

Reliable little runner. 

Any trial. 

Only £595 

Please telephone (01993) 705149 


Cornerstone 

Roofing & Joinery 

Working with Churches for 20 years 

Slating work, flat roofs, gutters k downpipes, 
doors k windows, floors k panels. 

Try our unique abseiling service for high level 
maintenance work. 

0800 9567102 

Workshop. - The Castle.Green Lanes, London \ 
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Words of a modern Christian martyr 

jyf some day they take the radio station away from us; if they close down 
I our newspaper; if they don’t let us speak; if they kill all the priests and 
X the bishop too, and you are left, a people without priests; each one of 
you must be God’s microphone. Each one of you must be a messenger; a 
prophet. The Church will always exist as long as there is one baptised person. 
And that one baptised person who is left is responsible before the world for 
holding aloft the banner of the Lord’s truth and of his divine justice*. 

Archbishop Oscar Romero 
From the book Oscar Romero: The Violence of Love with a foreword by Henri Nouwen, com- 
piled by James R Brockman and published by The Plough Publishing House at £9.50. Oscar Romero, 
Archbishop of El Salvador, is one often 20th century Christian martyrs commemorated with a stat- 
ue on the west front of Westminster Abbey in London. He was assassinated on March 24, 1980. The 
statues were unveiled" on July 9 by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George Carey who said: Those 
ten are just representatives of the thousands of people who have died for their faith this century, 
which has seen more Christian martyrs than the other 19 centuries put together \ 


Reconciliation and Forgiveness 

Almighty God 

you bring to light things hidden in darkness, 

and know the shadows of our hearts: 

cleanse and renew us by your Spirit, 

that we may walk in the light 

and glorify your name, 

through Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the World. Amen. 

Prayer from the Rite of the Church of the Province of Kenya. 

Merciful God of all creation, Holy Father of all peoples, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who united all things in his fullness, 
we join with your whole creation in exultant praise of your bountiful 
goodness. You have now touched us with new life and filled us with 
new hope that your kingdom will come, that the hungry will be fed, 
that the oppressed will be set free, that your reconciling work will be 
done, and the earth filled with your knowledge, power and glory. 

For the kingdom, sovereign power and supreme glory are yours 
alone, great Saviour of the world. Amen. 

Prayer from the Rite of the Church of South India. 

Prayers used at Canterbury '98, a conference which took place two weeks before the Lambeth 
Conference and which was organised by Sharing of Ministries Abroad (SOMA) and Anglican Renewal 
Ministries (ARM). At Canterbury ’98: the Church for the Healing of the Nations, the theme 
was reconciliation and forgiveness. Over the four days, a prayer ministry was offered to the delegates. 
Church leaders from 50 different countries, including some of the bishops who would later be attend- 
ing the Lambeth Conference, wept in each other's arms as they confessed to intolerance and 
arrogance in the past. The worship each day included liturgy from different Anglican provinces. 


Day by day - a diary of prayer 


The Revd Graham Canning, who has taken over the task of 
compiling the Diocesan Prayer Diary, writes about the place of 
prayer in the life of the Oxford Diocese 


I t has been proposed that the 
Prayer Diary becomes a monthly 
feature in The DOOR, beginning 
this October. Previously the Diary has 
been published separately. Hopefully, 
by giving more space for the Diary 
each month on this page, more peo- 
ple will be encouraged to use it. After 
all, what is any diary for if it is not to 
remind us of events that are impor- 
tant this day and in the future? 

Diaries are also used to record the 
history of a particular period of time, 
but surely this is secondary. Coming 
events cast their shadows before them, 
and a diary for the month to come has 
to do with the ‘here and now’ and we 
will endeavour to make it as relevant 
and up-to-date as possible. 

Moreover, a Prayer Diary for the 
Diocese as distinct from a personal 
diary is not private. It is essentially 
something to be shared and it has a 
particular end in view - that together 
we might offer up to God the ongoing 
life of the churches He has entrusted 
to us. This is not something that can 
be accomplished overnight, so where 
should we begin? 

A recent review of Synodical 


Government called into question the 
role of the deanery; however, it seems 
that, far from wanting to exclude 
deaneries from the framework of 
Church organisation, most of us would 
want to see them firmly established 
with the role of helping and encourag- 
ing the parish churches of our Diocese. 

I also believe the deanery can be a 
vital link in the chain of the govern- 
ment of our Church under God. This is 
well worth praying about. 

So we will continue to listen to indi- 
vidual deaneries month by month and 
in turn, as well as to those who have 
something particularly important to 
share in the Diocese as a whole as the 
Christian year unfolds. I will endeav- 
our to help the Prayer Diary on its way, 
with the co-operation of the leaders of 
our deaneries and the staff of Diocesan 
Church House, the Lord being our 
helper. 

Graham Canning 
The Revd Graham Canning is a former 
Team Vicar in the Dorchester Team Ministry 
and Vicar of Shipton-under-Wychwood, 
Milton-under-Wychwood, Fifield with 
Idbury. Now in retirement, he continues as 
Rural Dean of Chipping Norton. 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary September 1 998 

Sun 6: Our area bishops. Those who work for racial justice: Derek West, 
Beverley Ruddock. All those who work in the transport industries. Sun 13: 
Department of Training and Parish Resources: especially for leaders and young 
people preparing for the Make A Difference event on September 26. The Parish 
of St Laurence, Danielskuil, Kimberley & Kuruman. Those who work in person- 
nel and training. Sun 20: The Diocesan Communications Department. The 
Parish of St Thomas, Groblershoop, K&K. Those who work in television, radio 
and telecommunications. Sun 27: The Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility. 
Those preparing for ordination. Social workers. 


' FUND RAISERS 
URGENTLY NEEDED 

For National Children's Charity Reg Ch. No. 
1056791 

Raise yourself. Raise funds and Raise the Hopes of 
Abused and Severely Disabled Children for a better life! 
To work full/ pan time at pre-booked venues 
throughout Oxon/ Bucks/ Middx. 

Must have own transport/ phone 
A great opportunity to earn some extra cash, 
particularly with Christmas coming. 

Phone 0181 84l 3134 

A charitable organisation 1056791 raising funds for children 
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DEPUTY 

WARDENS 

Required for 34 sheltered 
accommodation flats for the elderly. 
We seek responsible applicants who 
have a good "neighbourly" attitude and 
a background or experience in caring 
for the elderly. Nursing experience 
would be an advantage, but not 
essential. 

The Deputy Warden will be "on call" in 
1 8 hour shifts from 6.00pm to 1 2 noon, 
the number of shifts per week to be 
agreed. 

Overnight accommodation in a self- 
* contained flat is provided. 
Remuneration is £55.00 per shift. 
Smoking on duty is not permitted. 
Apply in writing for an application 
FORM TO: The Administrator, 
Wyndham Housing Association Limited, 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Closing date: 1 1th September, 1998 


Wanted 

Someone gifted with administration, 
discernment and attention to detail to fill 
the post of secretary in large city centre 
church. 

4 - to fulfil general secretarial and 
receptionist duties 

♦ to act as secretary to the Centre Manager 

♦ to be responsible for production of the 
weekly service sheets 

♦ to produce a weekly news bulletin and to 
assist in facilitating communication 
within the church. 

♦ to be responsible for maintaining records 
of baptisms, marriages and funerals 

♦ responsible for all room reservations and 
assisting with event management as 
required 

♦ to share in the mission of the church 'To 
Know Christ Jesus and to Make Him 
Known" 

Please submit your application with your CV 
and the names of three referees by 6th 
September. 

Rev Jonathan Wilmot, 64 Friar Street, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 1EH 

CHARITY 

COMMISSION 

Charity: St Aldates Parochial Charities 
Scheme for the regulation of the charity 
Reference: AS/202007-67679/CD(T) 

The Commissioners propose to make a 
Scheme for this charity. A copy of the draft 
Scheme can be seen at St. Aldates Parish 
Centre, Pembroke Street, Oxford, or can be 
obtained by sending a stamped addressed 
envelope to Charity Commission, 
Woodfield House, Tangier, Taunton, 
Somerset TA1 4BL, quoting the above 
reference. Comments or representations can 
be made within one month from today. 


NORTHUMBRIA 

FARM HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Panoramic views across Teesdale. Home of Fairisle Shetland Sheep & 
Aymara Alpacas. Smithy Granary and Coach House recently converted 
to highest standards, maintaining original features. 

Full weeks or short breaks. Sleeps 2-6. 

G£BE5B$ffl£| Brochure: 

L T T X t I Tel/Fax 0 1 388 834879 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, 
Biography, Children’s Stories, 
Poems, Fiction and First 
Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

1 Dovedale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW11 4LR 


ALLEN 

DIGITAL COMPUTER 
ORGAN 

System 100 2 Manual 
Full Size Pedal Board, Bench 

01865 873388 


^HURCH KNEELERS 
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SUFFERING CHURCH SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER 1998 


Ashen Tapestries 
Supplied in kit form or 
ready made. 

Personalised kneelers can 
also be commissioned 
For design details/ prices, contact: 
Caroline Pryke, 

Ashen Tapestries, 

Meadowside, 

Upper Farm Road, 

Ashen, Near 

Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 8JR 
Tel: 01440 785607 
Mobile 0976 831595 


Preparing for the 
Millennium at 
St Paul's Cathedral 
Professor Jurgen Moltmann 

will give 2 lectures 
Tuesday 22 September, 1998 
"Christianity - the Values of 
the Western World" 
Wednesday 23 September. 1998 
"Christianity on the Threshold 
of the Third Millennium" - 
What to preserve and what to 
leave behind" 

Starts at 19.45 (Doors open 18.45) 
Free and non-ticketed. 
Information available from 

0171 236 4128 

A Charity No X7067- 


Work At 
Home 

Acceptance guaranteed 
Unbeatable and virtually 
unlimited earning 
potential 
Hours to suit 
No experience required 
For further information 
send a S.A.E. to 

Classic Home Crafts 

Dept OC, 24 Ward Street, 
Ettingshall, Wolverhampton 
WV2 2NR 
or call Kate on 

01902 493300 




It will help you to be inspired by the martyrs of the past and by present day 
Christians who are holding on to their faith at great cost. And it will help you to 
remember in your prayers the ‘forgotten Christians’ of the Muslim world who 
are suffering for their faith today. 

* ‘ anoTOJ noivni niM uina wimp mj» iibch'o imtcmii ocmmm uurro irmnu incio 


" Suffering Church Sunday is a welcome recognition of the 
suffering of many Giristians in the uK>rld v particularly in I 
Muslim countries. It gives us a practical and spiritual 
way of helping our Ch ristian brothers and sisters . " 

Lord Coggan, former Archbishop of Canterbury 


"Suffering Church Sunday reminds the Church, 
worldwide of the ma ny forgotten Christians 4 

in the Muslim world Izvould J 

encou rage all churches to be involved . " W 

Most Rev D r David Gitari , M 

Archbishop of Kenya 


titter 

The Barnabas Fund 

Supporting the Suffering Church ii 
The Old Rectory River Street Pe\| 
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People and places.... 

Have Soapbox will travel 

AnnTdfer, a solicitor with three grown-up chil- 
dren who is a member of All Saints.Wokingham, 
is spending three weeks in Ambato in Ecuador, 
helping to build a centre for street children. She 
is on an expedition with Soapbox, a Christian 
charity dedicated to short-term missions. Ann 
supports children’s charities financially but felt 
she wanted to do something practical this year. 
‘Most of the 1 8-strong team are under 22.This is 
an entirely new venture for me and I have no idea 
what to expect so I’m quite nervous. My children 
think I’ve gone mad!’ she says. 

Mapping Abingdon's priorities 

‘The Church in Abingdon’ has spent the last 1 8 
months surveying all aspects of life in the town 
in order to get an overview of the community 
so that ‘we can better serve and evangelise in 
the name of the Gospel and clarify our priori- 
ties for the new Millennium’.The ‘proposals for 
action’ include creating opportunities for lis- 
tening to teenagers and taking steps to relate 
the Gospel to the world of work. 

Patronal barn dance 

Parishioners and friends of St Kenelm’s, Minster 
Lovell, celebrated the church’s patronal festival 
in July with a Saturday night barn dance in Manor 
Farm barn. On Sunday morning there was a folk 
mass at which the visiting preacher was Bishop 
Ronald Gordon.The choir from neighbouring St 
Mary’s, Shipton-under-Wychwood sang accom- 
panied by St Kenelm s multi-denominational folk 
group. A presentation was also made to Sybil 
Williams retiring from her long and faithful 
service on the PCC. 

Henley’s giant birthday party 

Holy Trinity Church, Henley celebrated their 
1 50 years with a giant birthday tea party in 
church on Saturday.June 2 1 . Among those who 
came were past clergy and Susan and Brian 
Ryland who married at the church exactly 40 
years ago. After the party the tables and chairs 
had to be hastily removed to make way for a 
celebration Eucharist the next morning led by 
the Bishop of Oxford. 

Bracknell MU goes micro 

Bracknell Deanery Mothers’ Union members 
have a new joint project making clothes for the 
Premature Baby Unit of the Royal Berks 
Hospital, Reading.The babies are so small that 
they cannot wear even first size clothes.The 
project will go on until the end of 1 999 and the 
first batch of tiny clothes will be delivered to the 
Unit this December by a group of MU members. 
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Each summer 1 2 children - six Catholic 
and six Protestant - are invited by the 
Northern Ireland Project to spend a 
week's holiday in the Great Missenden 
and Prestwood area. The children stay 
in ‘mixed’ pairs with local families. 


‘The aim is to give the children a break 
from the tensions of life in Belfast,’ says 
one of the organisers, Jim Osbond, ‘and 
to let them experience a more ‘normal’ 
way of life where people tolerate each 
other’s religious and political views’. 

Jim and his wife Margaret (who wor- 
ship at St Peter and Paul Church) and 
another couple, Jim and 
Carole Griffin (from the 
Roman Catholic Church 
of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, also in Great 
Missenden) have been 
running the holiday 
scheme for 16 years. 

The children are kept 
busy with a full pro- 
gramme of activities 
including skating, trips 
to London and Windsor, 
a day at Thorpe Park and 
Wembley Stadium. This 
year a special treat was an invitation to 
Chequers as guests of Cherie Blair, the 
Prime Minister’s wife, for an afternoon of 
games, swimming and a tour of the 
house. At the end of the week, the chil- 
dren joined in a short ecumenical service 
followed by a barbecue. 


Inseparable: Angela (Catholic) and Natalie (Protestant) had not met before their 
holiday in England. Now they do everything together Photographs this page: Frank Blackwell 


‘We believe that if each of the 200 or 
so children who have been here over the 
years has spoken to five friends of their 
experiences, then probably 1,000 chil- 
dren (and their parents) 
will have received, 
directly or indirectly, a 
positive message for the 
future,’ says Jim Osbond. 
‘There are, of course, 
real problems for the 
children in maintaining 
new friendships across 
the sectarian divide 
when they return home 
- although this is cer- 
tainly easier since the 
last cease-fire was 
declared. We know that 
quite a few have done so, often by meet- 
ing at the cinema or the ten-pin bowling 
ally in Belfast city centre, which is a fair- 
ly neutral area. Sometimes the children 
keep in touch with their host families by 
exchanging Christmas cards.’ 

‘The host families are both Catholic 


and Protestant,’ explains Margaret 
Osbond. ‘And the project is funded by 
local churches, the Lions Club, and gen- 
erous individual donations, but most of 
all it is an ecumenical love which makes 
the project possible*. 


On a farm visit: Joel, Danny, Simon, Barry 
and Neal make a new friend 


This feature was written before the tragic 
events in Omagh. We dedicate it to the chil- 
dren of Northern Ireland especially to those 
who were killed or injured on August 15. 


Holiday 
of hope 



This year's guests: (left) Neal, Simon, Gary, Barry, Danny, Joel and (right) Carol, Natalie, Bronagh, Jaqueline, Angela and Catriona 
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Sunrise flower 


Sunrise Cottage, Heronniere Lane, St Sampson’s, 
Guernsey GY2 4DL Tel. 01481 47800 
Highfield Tel. 01481 35151 
La Moye Tel. 01481 42307 


Fresh Cut Freesias By Post 
from GUERNSEY 

Sent by First Class Post 
Anywhere in the UK 


30 Freesias for £8.00 (including post and 
packing). Alternative numbers of blooms 
available 

Order by Telephone 01481 35151 
(9am-12 noon Monday to Friday) 
by Fax 01481 39061 
I (24 hours - 7 days a week) 

01481 35151 



BARCLAYCARD 



A Beautiful Riverside Location in the 
Heart of the Oxfordshire Countryside 



jjBEmamsi: 


❖ 83 PITCHES IN A BEAUTIFUL RIVERSIDE 
LOCATION 

❖ FREE HOT SHOWERS, WASHBASINS & FLUSH 
TOILETS 

❖ ELECTRIC HOOK-UP (subject to availability) 

❖ RSHING PERMITS AVAILABLE 

❖ WELL BEHAVED PETS WELCOME 

❖ MANY COTSWOLD ATTRACTIONS WITHIN EASY 
REACH 

Cassington Mill Caravan Part 
Eynsham Road, Cassington, Witney, 

Oxfordshire 0X8 1 DB 

Tel: Oxford (01865) 881081 
Fax. (01865) 884167 



Follow me! 


David Winter’s 


From now until the millennium, I hope to use this little 
column to focus on the teaching of Jesus. After all, next 
year we shall be celebrating two thousand years from 
the birth of Jesus (give or take a few years!) and nothing 
has had a more profound influence on the human race 
during that time than the teaching of the rabbi from 
Nazareth. 

That teaching began with the deceptively simple invita- 
tion to ‘Follow me*. Those words called fishermen from 
their nets and tax men from their offices. But they did 
more than that. They turned lives upside down. ‘Follow 
me’, said Jesus to Peter, Andrew, James and John, ‘and I 
will turn you into fishers for people*. Follow me, in 
effect, and I will give you new goals, a new purpose, a 
whole new meaning to your life. 

And, typically, it was follow me. Not, we must notice, fol- 
low this teaching, accept these rules, submit to this 
discipline, even ‘turn to God’, but follow me. Jesus, with- 
out the slightest hint of arrogance, often directed people 
to himself. ‘Come to me, you weary ... I will draw all 
people to myself. . . Follow me*. 

The people of his time were quick to accept Jesus as a 
prophet ‘mighty in deed and word’, slower to realise that 
here was one who was ‘more than a prophet*. They 
might have observed that even the greatest prophets of 
Israel had not spoken like this. Here was a man of whom 
it could truly be said that he was not the messenger, but 
the message. 
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Canon David Winter is an assistant minister in the Hermitage 
Team Ministry , Berkshire and the author of many books. 











